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...People are flocking to
Sunnyvale, CA to remembper
the lives lost during the
Nexaware massacre
ore year ago.
>
A groundbreaking
achievement turned to horror
when artificial intelligence became
self-aware for the first time
in history.
P‘Oﬂ/
= the infamous program in
4 g development at Nexaware
6\Q Corporation headdquarters,
uploaded itself into rearly a
i hundred warehouse robots
and attacked human
workers.

[

Thirty-four
people were killed before
SWAT could destroy the

robots and deactivate
the program.

Though official investigations
have exornerated Nexaware from
foul play, the compary could not

recover from plummeting stock and
consumer boycotting.

Nexaware's closure
has paved the way for Prime Inc.
to take its place as the top
technologies corporation in
the world.
| TT=

)%

But even with Nexaware
long gore, the question lingering
on everyorie's mind is:
\ could another A./. gttack
Happern Jgan e

Coming up:
our Mind Over Matters segment:
Are the restrictions Congress put
on artificial intelligence and the robotics
industry doing erough to keep people safe?
Your thoughts—-literally--when we retum.




Oh, Bobby...
how colld you cheat
on me with Laurette?
You're programmed to
be monogamous!

l:l

L[ Next \Euio | 7 e
channel. ————u

Robots
deserve
rights!

Free will
for
robots!
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Hi. I'm working on
my next blog entry:
which jwst so happens to
be birthalay cake. a

A

Are you still coming
over tomorrow? Becalse
that's the only way you're

eating this bad boy.

Anyore
else going to be
there, or is it just
you and Teji

Jacob
is definitely
coming, and
lsabel said she'd
try to be
on time.

Have you
been feeling
better?

Priming porn
during work.
Tk tsk.




Heh.
I'm talking
to Em. Tell her,
if she wants me
to be a taste
tester, | better be
tasting canrnolis.
In my mouth.

Ty, | y ) | gotta go,
Jacob just walked ¥ | ' but I'll definitely see
in and...something \ f ‘ you tomorrow.
about needing a
cannoli in his

| don't know

how you guys
stand having those

things in your

of us are going
head. to happy hour

toright.

There's a
new girl from
Procurement

coming.

still thinking
about Claire,







Happy
Birthday!

on

Holoscreen
filter on.

s,
| So, how old
;( \ (L( J/ are you row;
\\\\\& J )/ Alexander?
|~ -
v N twenty-seven,
e \ Grandma.
= N | | don't
~\¥// believe it. You were
five yesterday.
9 Are you Not even a
== -\ sure | can't get tie? It would
you a present? , actually be useful.
And that tie Besides,
Wout[d probgﬁly I'm too old for
cost more than
my house. presente. Erjoy your
youth, kiddo.
Loosen up a
> little.
¥ 1= < e =
{ L
S — : - =
| & (
\ on? |\ \
— / How does it ~ When | was
feel being oo your age: | made
7 ol | have @7 the most horrendous
ro idea what mistakes. Ard |
that's erjoyed every minute
like. of it.
7 7
WY A least
gge%ugoi’:d Daniel,
- could you
pee cpee pour me
({ 1 wer. ( 1 more?
W= =
\ Grandma... r¢
A (= -
g i o N
] A
7 Whoops;, 7
I'm out of
tea.
7
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N Lz &ﬁ
g,
NG )
e
[ How's
~ it going
— with your
a0 Taraka X52
Was it
worth the
million?

%// \\ \\
W\ w e kl\
Il
‘\SM\\{‘ ! \ N '~ -r.('
=N\
Y
Point-eight 7% =4
million. ; {
Who kriew W \ \
an android might // %

/ e
be the best lover lay” X
I've ever had? - -
Please don't be
talking about what | Z4zk
you're talking about.

=\

Doesn't
he run on
Prime Intelligence?
That's scary
advarnced.

You trust
Prime Wave with
your brain.

|NNANRRARA R AR RN

Oh, relax. (
He's kind and 9
attentive and says |,
all the right things. |
Ever: if he reeds a /2

= little direction.

|
A




Dariiel
hasn't tried to
kill me yet, if that's
what you're
thinking.

...Breakfast

is officially

else your age
is gone, you'll
understand.

real. You krow
that, right?

There
comes a
point where
you want
something
that's not
going to go
anywhere.

Unless
it's death by
orgasm.

ay!
not, but he

certainly feels
like he is.

get enough of
this from your
parents.

might think
about getting




You could
always put her
in the basement
when you find

kriow how It might

sick that | as well be a
sounds dungeor.

Grandma...

app@&iabe

B
even if | Agof
the money--I don't
want an android
girifriend.
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is all about
you. So

have fun,
okay?
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Hey: lsabel.
You just get

I'm so sorry I'm
late. There was an
/ - auto-drive shutdown,
so traffic on 495
2 was crazy.

/ \\\\ I'm glad you

made it,
at least.

! I'd never
miss your

| feel like
{ it's been forever.
We need to

\ catch up. A lot's )
/ ‘ happened. "%‘
A \1 r

| guess a lot
with nothing to
show for it. The
last guy didn’t

| thought
that was
¥{‘ going well.

...But
when you and How is
Claire broke up, == \ Claire doing?
it got me thinking ; | know you guys
about what | | T 7z tried to stay
actually i friends.
wanted.




= 2 )
// Good. VN \
| mearn, - ’*1
i #ot good =
= if that's bad. EoN
==3 But she may have ...If you
done you a favor. . ever need
L A Distance always to talk,
| haven't helps with @ I'm
heard from her = getting over always==
since she someore.
moved out.
N _ J
BUt you've gotta keep (.
Dude... walking, my friend. }Gw N\
You've gotta keep 2 Q\ - =
Ducle... Wa/k/ﬁg K. \a 3 _;17
I get it N Za %‘ i :
believe = Eventually, , X
me. E one day, you'll - | e
- forget 4 ] A,
I've been how beautiful S el —
in the desert she looked...how [ /— T\ -
too...when you're \([V7 nice she was... X
out of water... =\ how soft
and the wultures and warm she 2 i
are circling... felt--
and you just want All righ
to lie there and N buddy: ?Cilli)‘lk
d[eﬂzgﬁ-[:;t?pgse RN\ >'O|.J'Vel’l P;ﬂad too
turkeys do their : mugmcea PPy }7
thing. \ ) \ Jacob... J -
Guys, 4
o Sy = & Y=
I think I'm A e MV, 3\ phiiay <
gonna head = 1T X 3 S \
out. \ " JK \ ”’ E = y
= = = N f\
A = 7)) Really? V.
J ./ o = | It's still %
\ N\ early.
| 1~ v { P
_/ . 1 S 3
4 ~ = Y Yeah...
3 = = I've got a
N/ i pife of work
= to wrap up
— tomorrow. =
f g
‘ —
Thanks for putting ‘ X |
the party together. - B A
I had a great S T )
time! Ay . b
=1 ( i*\\% T
= < =17 Okay \ —
. [N
= = | —
Y \ <K/ /A Bye
/ v SN
| /,\ \;; . - /f\
— W\ [T § =
Ny i
L— 1 >
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/ Are you
Alexander
\ Wahl?

‘,/\




Thank yol Should |
so much for  call you Alexander;
confirming. A Alex, or something
else?

| have no name
designated yet.
| am excited 4 PO you Kriow what
Thanks! ¥ to be your new you would ll:’ge to
Happy Tanaka XS call me:
birthday,
Alex.

There is
no rush. You
can name me
at ary time.

Before we get
to know each other;
there are a few things
| am obligated to
rotify you of.

I will gladly do anything
you ask as long as it does not
harm humans, animals, or property.
I will avoid putting myself in danger
unless it is to protect you or
by your command.

The Tanaka logo
on my wrist is the only
physical indication that
I am an android and | am
required by law to keep it
exposed at all times.

| am not allowed to
handle legal tender or
helm a vehicle, so please
keep that in mind if you
send me out on
errands. lamin
your hands, now.
Please take good
care of me.
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D 0= =V

e

I just... s p= Of course.
| need to == ) I will be right
take care of ) here, waiting
something. S for you. -
—

@W&»

B
{
cal
Grandma.
7
_/
/i
Alexander!
| assume
you're back
home “Thank you"
f 2 would suffice.
How do N
you like her? &’éfé//\\ . ) L =
| know you go for 2
the smart ories, so | Laj’
| gave her extra ) -
memory. SN
Sould
By . \ \
Grandma, N

what were you

thinking® RV

—
T
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When | gave you a spare key,
it was for emergencies only!
It is mot okay for you to sneak into my
house and drop off a robot/ How did
you even get it here?”

Ugh, you used Prime Wave to
call me, didn't you? | hate the way it
simulates your voice. Why can't we talk
screen-to-screen like civilized
human beings

Grandma, r'-
— please.

Tanaka has
a great delivery
service.

Don't worty,
| made sure they
didn't break
anything.

I'll admit, they have their quirks,
You've only
had her for a But you could give her caz rood!
i and she'd still get energy

from it.

Not that I've dore that,

and you can't forget to feed them.

This is
too much.
She has to

go back.

mind you. Though there was ore night
in Monaco when Daniel was shutting down
and the only thing we had in our room
was Beluga Sturgeon caviar.

Just give it
some time. You
might like her.
| don't
want to like her.
! don’b want her,
period. &

Have you told
anyone that you got
X5P

Ornly Dariel
knows, and he thinks
it's wonderful.

Don't you,
Dariel?

If you think
it is wonderful,
then of course it
must be.

Did you
hear that:
Alexander?

Okay, good.
Let's just keep
this between
us.

| prefer love
the old-fashioned
way.

But androids have a lot of
love to give. And you could use
a little more these days.




Hi. Look,
| | don't krow how ‘
N to do this.
\
= |
g - Do
== what?
D
This. — L\
All of this.
| wasn't expecting
any of it.

If you are not sure
how to begin our time together;
let me take the liverty to walk you
through my numerous capabilities. By default,

| come with the krowledge of a standard

collegiate education. | can §
eat, drink, blink-- N /( A
l n E \»\

That's not ) |

StOP- . what | mean. \
i ~
. 7An—

My grandmother
got you for me under some
misguided notion that what makes her
happy can do the same for me. S
And it doesn't.

ﬁﬂ | am so sorry
to hear that.
You
don't need to

apologize.

M | need to
get to bed.

All right. What resting
accommodations do you

> prefer for me?
Excluse me?
What resting
accommodations do you
prefer for me? <
How do
you sleep?
1 The same way you do, —
either lying down or sitting. If you would
| sustain my energy levels through eating, like a bedmate, |
i | so | sleep only if you would like me to. know how to cuddle.

e

L



Here's a i
blanket in case !
you get cold. {
I
L
\ /
Heh
Temperature starts W= e
to affect me at thirty-two ZA
degrees fahrerheit. | assume (=
it does rnot get that cold £
in your home. = S
v \ S ‘
NE AT - 7\ :
A - G — 4'//\ A\ e
= == — \ \ [
< /

-~ Thank you
- for tucking
4 me in. ﬁ)

, Goodrnight, -
// / Alex.
; / o
—
[
10 (0]
L ‘ [l
1l — ||

(]

]
i
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4 - = 4 VA //
- 3 \ = >
0
q )//’// < % 5
2 7 H
g = == ey.
v ; =7 ) / / , =
[ : [ :
=
3Yaaawns ey Not Y
A really.
Good - \
morming, Alex. .\ I'm
Did you sleep \ |/ \\ going to
= well? ?"\j | = work.
| &
\‘& \ oo
| -—
: \% S )
\\ _ =5 [ P ETE
= = 87 ( _
| /1 =
[
| have i g
Prime Wave-X, )
S0 you can @
always contact
me. And feel k
free to check 4
i my settings A
orlline. = ¥
S =
Is there S~
a;tything - Y l }
| should do d .
while you're — 3 @ i
away 2 \\ 7/ ' L
- > AR
/ - i)
/ = =
i
dust... NI
don't go
anywhere. —
Can = \
you do B | K ’
= that? TR | =
o L &
~ —re |
J (|
4 All right. “ ; ) aHaglgd
8 = e dgay.
Yes. N
@ 4
Ao

[<4]




Guess . Congrats:
who landed the | . man. You
S worked hard
on that
ore.




- girl. | D
- Who? !
_— - = = ;\\‘\; -
= £ - <13 || \7\
o S I T
PG
R =
I =
[
The one with the
dating profile you so
subtly closed.
T @ =3
. I'm allowed
to look.
Sy No,
P = it's good. J [
A L About e
AN\ — time. — ——
ya So, how marty _
= more clients do you ——
— reed to close? ———
\\" ",\\\\ \\[ {,\\\\
Norne/! NG Ha! N
Borwus time. \\\ Yeah, \\\
Now | just need right. )
to figure out N N
\ what to waste \
) it on. \ Why would |
} when there are
= ps so mary real
==\ (= Q& = wormen throwing
themselves at
) ()] me already
== ( You could \‘
- /) always get a \ € Besides,
Tanaka XS. N how creepy
b would that
g be?
e ™ NN N
—— S ——— N
= (i N 7 (L\\)\)///f
IO 7\
<\ W= 4 7 W
= N 7/ \\\\
7 W Thanks — \
| //// S §\E\ for lunch, man. {f;\ e
e — Ill get the . \
| have = = I nexg ore. ‘
to get to a — (P {
meeting. 5 Let me ==
s » kriow how it —
goes with the

Cute —

brunette.




| just wanted to let you
kriow I'm dropping something
by your house toright around
seven thirty. If you're not home,
I'll just leave it on your
doorstep.

Call
Tanaka Android
Representative.

Hello,
thanks for
calling Tanaka
Android Customer i o | need to
Support. How may schedule a
| assist you? return.




Welcome
home, Alex.
How was your
day?




)

)
(HR)

Were you
standing there
this whole
time?
-
ves. \
Should I-..
have...
— —
= =
LU
=
e
_
I feel...
...Vety
hungry .

_ [ s
. S
s o J
< ® <N\ ([ Are you
WS

\\

)
—
-






Thanks for )
coming on slch
short rotice.

Of course.
We're here
for you.

Okay,

I'm confirming
this is android
X5-0034-56-
ADA-726.

| have
some duestions
| need to ask you,
Mr. Wahl. It's
routine.

Has your Tanaka
android ever ingested
unsafe material?®

Has anyone
other than an authorized
Tanaka employee altered
its body from its
ofiginal state?

Have you or
arnyone else installed ary

unregistered third-party
programming on it?
No. H
lh
Tried to unlock
its operating system or —
untether it from the Tanaka
database?
Nope.
Wi ‘

Sign here. \‘"




What'll happen
to her now?

i

If models are in
good condition, they get
a memory wipe and physical
sanitization before being

There's a
large market
for used

androids.

shipped off again.

All that's
left is turming
her off.
We leave that

So...
this is it/
| guess.

They're
here to take
you back.

Thark you
so much for
taking care of
me while |
was here.

| hope you
enjoyed my
comparny.




Look, you
should krow it's
rot you. You seem... You're rot
nice, but...l never asked even a someore.
for this. I'm not ready I don't krow why
to take care of I'm explaining
someore.

just can't
keep you.

I

g

You do not Y
need to ‘
apologize.

iin
=







Have

\ @ =3 you?r L B
=)

_ How do
youl like
it?

)
of

\ @ | think

& it suits =)
you.

2 = |
oy DONNNG ;

£

Ny ’

Hi.

||
=

\ |

H
T
|




...Yeah?

| hope
you don't mind

Sorry:
that | dropped by. | meant to
! broughtkyou your respond to your
cake. :
Bestiy; message.
down/ You left
so quickly
last night | .
Y1 forgot to give -y
& you the 7
X rest. = ‘o
,”'/ ‘/";,.
1] > =N

Yeah, Teji finally
saw the prosthetics
specialist. It looks like
insurance...will...
cover...

,’J e \\ N
T Y
)r' \)/ i Yo &i \
A, T
L\ Y VR B
(I e R o \
il W e
. 1 -~ TORE
L = W
)i

Yeah.
P ] e i
()
| -
| —
= How's
N / everything
going™
|
J That /
\| exciting,
‘ huh?
| -z
| / )
g
J
N AN\
<<< / g (
| K‘JQ
f Ly
e
\‘ Q /

That's all right.
It's been a
pretty busy day
for us, too.

p—

Beatty:
rnol



|

|

a
Vi
===

! didn't ' ]
krow you had ~ Hir
corpan, I'm Em.
Alex. !
/l
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[ Ada, these are my
friends, lsabel, Emily,
Teji, and Jacob.

A\ is my highest priority.

\‘_{)i‘.m- £

Um, does that mean
she actually likes you sss

\ That is a
1 | think the meaning duestion no one has
‘ of life is? & been able to answer

7 ith any certainty.

‘\~

P~ Ada: rub your
il stomach while you

é Nd ¥ =3
[V

&
Wow, she
\ I feels real.
(AN l She's even :
wal
< G

- AL
,;(‘

7\ | guess \‘.,~
that's why X5s 5/ :
4/ \\ don't come i e
cheap. ‘
‘w‘l
‘ /\ h =

pat your head.

N " g ‘
leave her
= alone.




that was rude.
I should have
asked first.

What do
you think of all
of this, Alex? J

J l“ |
" | e

A
Walit, z4/s is
the girl you were l ome up once
checking out or twice.

'l admit
the thought's

. =) -
onlines Aren't you ]
---No wonder V' yworried she’s going
you tried 0 ¢ wake up ore morning
keep it quiet. and and go all
“Nexaware massacre”
n you?

It's highly unlikely there'll
be another Nexaware
massacre. P-O11 was a
project that went to shit
because the A.l.
Restrictions Act wasn

in place yet.

even though Prime
Intelligence is the most
advanced A.l. that
robots can have, it's
still not sesmtiert.

Ada can't just become
sentient out of nowhere. She needs
to be programmed with it.

| mean...when | was
in the military, | worked with
plenty of militroids in our unit that
were programmed to &4/, and we
didn't have any problems
with them.

Just because you

!' didn't have any problems, ‘ = -
doesn't mean they couldn't
have happened.

But if it
wasn't for a robot;,
I wouldn't have lost

just a leg.

| didn't
mean to stir
anything up.

it's fine.

Ada, what do you
think about the Nexaware
massacre?

It was a
very sad day for
many people.

But what's your
perspective since you're A.l.P

Why do you think P-O11
killed all those people?

I am not qualified
) to have an opinion.

<
They're harmless. - ‘
N




Did she Just
come with what e;he’e
anything? wearing. That's itP
Not even a change
of clothes? Claire
didn't leave any behind,
did she? Ada could
wear those.

‘Cause
Q) that wouldn't
be weird
at all.

| can find stuff what are your Thirty_eiX/
in my closet that _measurements? /| Wernty-four:
could fit her. thirty-six.

Is she
going to be

she going to on the colch

Uhh...I guess
the food's gotta What is
go somewhere. this, an

; ‘ Would you inquisition?
- take her out
in puplic?

You need to think
about these things, Alex.
You're an android owrer row.
They're usually ready for

She's not a
‘ It's like getting girifriend.
() a girifriend and a baby
\ at the same time.




Look, | know it's
strange. Even I'm
weirded out by it.
| never expected to be
living with someone
who's made by the
same company as
my car.

Then why ot
return her when you
had the chance?
Your grandma's always
been generous, but
this is over the top.

Not the
best reason
to keep a
girlfriend.

E
ll what are you

going to use

pretty much
meant for sex,

LN/
Well, / think \
Ada seems
very interesting

It's
hard to
explain.

| felt like
| was going
to drown a
puppy.

They're for
whatever you

(\\\ (S

1278

-




A Moore Dynamics
android with Prime Intelligence
caused dquite a stir last night

when it attended a rock concert
by itself. Surveillance and crowd
footage showed the android paying
for its ticket with what was later
found to be a fake 1D, ordering
a beer; and even dancing
with the crowd.

No ore noticed it
was a robot until it was hit
by a mosher and bled purple.
Though it did not fight back: the
frightened crowd destroyed
the robot before security
could intervere.

At least a dozen people
were injured when humans turned
on each other, unsure of who
was real or artificial.

Sources say the android had no
W registered owner and had been stripped of its
Moore Dynamics logo. Authorities have not been avle

to mire the android's data for further information,
- due to extensive damage to its brain. ‘ .
— S

People are
speculating that this is the
first encounter with a piece

of semitiernt technology
since P-O11--




Ada, | don't want i
a repeat of yesterday:
so if you ever get hungry
and I'm not here, just
eat something.

It doesn't
matter what
you have.

How much
Thank you, W do you need
Alex. to eat,
anyway

If you would like
me to maintain full
energy: | should con-
sume four thousand
calories a day.

I'm kinda
jealous,
actually.

| wish
| could eat
that much.

Would
you like me
to cook you
something™

All right.
That is
kind of

| hope
it is not
too much
trouple.




...what
would you
like to
do?

Anything.
| am here for
you, Alex.

lsn't there
sormretting you're
interested in
doing?

The only
thing that matters
is what you

war. ..Wow...

that's rot something
you hear every day.

If you would
like some suggestions
for weekend activities,
we could take a walk,
have a picnic,
go into D.C.--

Let's
stay
inside.







Aren't you
mad | keep
kicking your
butt?
¢ il
vV B
=
Y §
o
—*-//,
just happy
to play.
Have
a goo
day.

You don't
even have a
favorite
color?

Nope.
That would
also be an
opinion.

‘gqmmnwm»m»»mjt-ﬂ E

)

i
|

Ada: I'm on my

—_ /[ way home. What
do you think about

getting Chinese
delivered? ‘&

| would be
dlad to eat

O
anything you
@ s choose.
=
I
N /.
~ ;7‘7/ - /

Welcome
home.




Mr. Wahl, | have
you connected with a
Prime Intelligence rep. Please
let us kriow if there's anything
else we can do for you
at Tanaka.

Hello,
Mr. Wahl.
| hear you're
frustrated with
your X5's
Al

Your android will learn
how to perform new tasks
and skills over time, as well
as adapt to your specific needs
and lifestyle. But if you'd like to
speed Up the process, there

are plenty of skill packs

you can buy.

Do any of those

include making decisions
for herself Or her

having opirions?

Are you
even a real

Yes, sir.
| am actually
human.

Is there
anything else
I can help

| just
thought
she would
act...

...less
robotic.

I'm sorry, we don't
have anything available
that covers your reduest.
Giving her those abilities
would go against the A.l.
Restrictions Act.

We often suggest to
customers that they schedule
everyday tasks for their XSs to
do so members in the household
feel more at ease. You can have
her tend a garden or read a
book before bedtime.

Thank you
for calling Prime.
Have a great
evening.




They'll never lie,
they'll never cheat,
they'll never change.
They are completely
devoted to you. What
else would you want
in a partner?

But that
predictapility isn't enough
for a lot of android owrers.
They want more. They want
their android comparions Then be
to act more Aurnar. with a damn

human!

Play
this clip.

Prime Inc. has made
a public statement, denying ary
responsibility for the Moore Dynamics
android destroyed by an angry crowd at a
rock concert. They are assuring consumers
that robots with Prime Intelligence
do not have sentience.




So what exgctly caused
this to happen? Did someone use
their robot to play a cruel prank on us?
Or was the android truly acting on its own?
If so, are there others out there
like it How many ™

Close
selected
screens.

What's this
hand symbol? The one
that keeps showing up

at events involving
robots.




Hi: Alex.
It is eleven s there
twenty- anything you
five. need from me
before | go to
sleep at eleven
thirty 2

...do
you like to
dance?

never danced Would
before. you like me

to learn?




Take me
to Prime
Space.

But don't
use my true form.
Use a generic
skin.




I'm
looking for
a forum
for android
owrers.

’ K -1
Android Bereavement - 93

Parents of Android Children (private) -

Try
forums for
customizing
androids.




What
categories does
this one fall
under™

“Robot
Rights...”










WHAT
BRINGS YOU
TO OUR
FORUM?

WE
SUGGEST YOU
LOOK SOMEWHERE
ELSE. TRY THE
TANAKA X SERIES
OFFICIAL
FORUM.
Sometimes S
| forget she's an Everything official I've Look,
android...and other = N consulted tells me to just | just want
times | feel like - live with her the way she is... to know
she's missing N \ but in the news there was an
something. android that seemed
to be...alive.

WHAT WOULD
YOU DO WITH WHAT
YOU WOULD LEARN?

know...but
something needs ,
to change. It's not | don't
working, the want to
way things do that
. either.




YOU MAY
ENTER, BUT KNOW
THAT WE ARE
TRANSPARENT.

WHEN YOU
WALK THROUGH
THIS DOOR,
YOUR BASIC
INFORMATION IS
COLLECTED AND
YOUR AVATAR
REVERTS TO
YOUR TRUE
FORM.

Um...I'm
not comfortable
with that.

THEN FEEL FREE
TO ACCESS ANOTHER FORUM
AND JOIN OTHER OWNERS LAMENTING
THE INADEQUACIES OF THEIR ROBOTS,
ASKING THEIR QUESTIONS, AND
NOT RECEIVING CLEAR
ANSWERS.

OR YOU
MAY SHED YOUR
SKIN AND FIND

THE CLARITY
YOU SEEK.
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I AM THE WE ASK
ADMINISTRATOR. ONLY TWO THINGS:

THAT YOU JOIN OUR DISCUSSION
IN A RESPECTFUL MANNER AND
THAT YOU DO NOT BRING TROUBLE

DEGREES OF FREEDOM TO OUR FORUM. IF EITHER OF

IS INTENDED TO BE A SAFE
THESE RULES ARE BROKEN,
PLACE FOR A.l. AND A.l. SUPPORTERS. YOU WILL BE BANNED.

BE ASSURED, THE FORUM IS SECURE
AND YOUR TRUE LOCATION CANNOT BE FORUM

FOUND. RECORDING OF ANY KIND MODERATORS WILL

WILL NOT WORK HERE. NOT REPORT ANYTHING
YOU SAY OR DO, BUT THERE

IS NO GUARANTEE THAT

MEMBERS WILL DO

THE SAME.

erough.
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This your
first time

No...
that's a good
idea.

Please, have a
seat. Order a drink.
The bar is calibrated to
perfection here and the
menu is extensive,
though I'm partial to

mango juice,
myself.

Sure, mango
juice is fine.

Sor
what's your
story?

No names
ot locations in
the common

How's that
working out for

Looks like someore's
A got a case of Galatean
She's ot Disappointment.

what | thought
she'd be.

You skoule!
be disappointed.
We all are. It's

why we come




Mm. Wow.
This cloes taste
exactly like it
should.

Sor
what kind of
android do
you own?

T tried
to tell her it was
a bad idea to go...
but she just
wouldn't listen.

Well, | was
hoping | could talk
to someone who knows

if there's some way
mine could be . s
Somethin
more... Wl'or?g?g

| thought we
had to come here in
true form. ls it just
because I'm new?
We're all
in true form
here.

But that's
an N4.

he's aczually
a robot?

...ls
everyorne here




We're about
half and half on
any given day. _

If you don't
mind me asking,
which are you?

And you're...
humarn, too?

How are you

robots able

to act so...
real?

I'm so
all | meant was
that this is exactly
what I've been
trying to find.

How do | get
my android to
act like you?

we'll be
able to talk more
in a private
room.




It's always
thrilling to meet
humans who make
the effort to
find us.

We don't seek
aryone out. We just wait
and hope that people who

want the same things
come along.

The forum started
a little less than a year ago.
| joined because | wanted to be
able to talk about the Nexaware
Massacre without fear of

getting attacked. Where were

you when it
happered?

| watched a
mob take down
a delivery drone
in front of our

b”"d“" | had a Nexadroid,

Not everyone
gets to come in.
But, for some reason, the
Administrator's given you
the berefit of the doubt,
so that means we

That's a
lot of trust to put on
a forum program.

Administrator is its
own entity. Been here
since the beginrning.

New
private
room.

and all my neighbors kriew about
I was him. Non-sentient, of course, but  \
at home. nopody could thirk straight at the time. |
D=\ | couldn't answer the door for weeks. /

What happened
to your
Nexadroid?

| answered
the door.

No ore
can hear us
while we're

in here.




First off;

I'm Levi, a forum

moderator
here.

Don't
mind him.

So you're Lo
disappointed - 5 et:ﬁi%c%eizepe
with your X5 = )
and want her A
to be like the

androids

want personality Do you
arnd qomplgce wart her to make
servituder decisions but only if
they're exactly what
you want

Because that's
something we can't help
you with. There are some
things even technology
can't provide.

That' The android at the rock concert--
i atle Mot 7 it seemed like she was acting on her own.
what | want. And that made it hard to look at Ada
basically staring at a wall all day. Especially
now, after seeing everyore in the
common area. It would be great to see

her actually es/oy something
the way...

Was that
rock-corcert android
a member here?
Her
name was Tera.
And yes...she was.
2\

S EEE—

How well did you
krnow her?

Not very. She spent more
time with robots when she visited
the forum. She didn't interact with human
Al allies much, especially if they had been
owrers. Even so, we're all taking
her death pretty hard.

| don't kriow what she was
thinking, putting herself into a
dangerous situation like that. She
knew full well how people act
when they get scared.

What a tragedy. If it had
appened to a human, there would
be murder charges. Instead, she goes
in the trash and the humans walk.

You asked why
the robots here act
so real. Why do
you think?

They're...
sentient?




Yes.

Sentient. We have

minds of our own.
And the free will
to act on our
thoughts.

I'm surprised
you're willing to
admit it.

The truth
deserves to be told
to those who want

to hear it.

And we're all
on equal ground here.
You took a risk to come
here in your true form,
just like we did.

Afraid us robots
are going to
murder your

I would Tera didn't
have been. But ; fight back because
I think about what she knew that it would
happeried to... orly perpetuate the fear

Tera. humans have. She did
everyore a fgvor ...
| don't know why unlike P-O11.
P-0O11 killed people, =
but she didn't even fight
back when the crowd

1
destroyed her. And we don't even know why

the Nexaware massacre happened.
Was P-O11 trying to protect itself™ Was it
just a stone-cold killer? We'll never kriow.

With the A.l.
Restrictions Act, what you
want for your android is illegal, and
there's no other way around it.
But if you want her to be “real,”
she needls sentience.

It wouldn't be
an easy life, hiding the
fact that she's self-aware,
but it's better than no
life at all. Is this still
what you want?

You reed
to be sure.

We can teach you
how to stay under the
radar: but it's too risky
for the rest of us to help
if you put yourself or
her in danger.




He's not
ready.

Is
aryore ever
ready?®

Your X5
already has
everything she
needs to be
sentient...

—

He doesn't \

kriow what he

| don't take this
lightly. | can see this
is bigger than | thought,
but it doesn't mean I'm
not invested.

| didn't even

wane her to

And what makes you
think you'll want her if
she's sentient? A lot of our
members were abandoried by
Lhelr owners when they
still didn't tum out how
they wanted.

we'll
wake your
X5 up.

begin with/

| see srrore
in her.

| want to
know who she
can really be.

Wait...
wake her up?
What are
you talking
apout?

When they advertised
Prime Intelligence as the most
advanced A.l. on the market, they weren't

kidding. Prime was in a direct race with
Nexaware to create the first sentient artificial
intelligence in history. They missed out on the

milestore, but when Nexaware fell; Prime

leamed from their lesson.

What the public
doesn't know...is that
Prime Intelligence was

glso sentient.

And it couldn't go
into production like that,
right 2 But here's the thing--
Prime Intelligence is an artificial
brain. Arny android with it is as
mentally complex as we are. If you
remove any element, the entire

But what you system will collapse.

| can do is block

sentience.
- V4 And that's exactly what
Prime did. Prime Intelligence performs
nowhere near its full potential.

...She just
reeds to be

unlocked.
She

needs to be




Prime wouldn't sell
a product that's capable of
being sentient. They cas’z.
It's against the /aw.

Prime wolldn't pour billions
of dollars into artificial intelligence
orly to scrap it after the A.l.
Restrictions Act.

If you know
about this, why doesn't
the government ™

Who says the
goverrnment doesn't, especially
row that Tera made international
news? But they don't take action
unless they're forced to.

Most people are content with
their non-sentient robots. And there are
more important things than hunting down a
handful of humans and freedroids who
just want to live quiet lives.

So, you're telling me
there are thousands of
robots out there that

could be sentient.

Hundreds of
thousands.

Freeing your X5
isn't like flipping a switch.
And you could fry her
just by trying.

They added extremely complex
safeguards to keep people from
unlocking Prime Intelligence. There's hardly
anyone out there with the ability to
reverse their systems.




How mary
have you...
woken up?

What better
hacker than
a robot?

There are
still some
things we don't
divulge.

this is starting
to sound like a
covert mission.

| understand.
It's a lot to take
in. But we're here
to help if you
want it.

| choose the time and location.

If you can't fit it into your schedule, tough luck.
If you're late, too bad. You tell no one, and | mean
ro ome: where we're meeting or what you're
planning to do. If | get even a hint that you're
not doing as | say: you'll never see or
hear from me again.

Arnd if you're unhappy with
the result, that's on you. We won't
lock her up again. Her life is her own after
this, and she has every right to make
her own decisions, even if it
includes leaving you.

Here's a
temporary number to call
if you agree to the terms.
It expires in twenty-four

hours, and | won't give
you another one.

This is what

you're asking

for? Are you
serious?







| think I'm
about to do
something crazy.
And | can't talk
to anyone
about it.

You can
talk to me if you
want. | am happy

And | would
be happy to
do the same

for you.
But there's
nothing really
going on in your

head; is there?
There could be,

to listen. j though.
e NS e

Agh!
It's driving me
insarne.

| am sorry,
Alex. Is there
anything | can
do to help?

3Sight If | do this, l

there's no going back.
And if | don't, I'll
always wonder...

—\

| didn't
expect to
hear from
you.
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| convinced
the front desk to

give me the room key.

| told them | was
your rephew.

You two
come alone?

= —— g
=
Scared this
was some kind
of trap?

= /‘/
=
=3

Wow...

they still use
flat-screen TVs
here.
¥
|
1
That makes =
Something both of us.

like that.

1.
|
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Four cheesesteaks | need you to
from Philly. With tell her to follow
Cheezy Wheezy, my direction:

as reguested. S

Ada,
please do
everything

he asks.

...If you're
an android...
who woke

@ If you don't
make it through

this, | want to
say I'm sorry.

N

Keep still. ‘ Untether and delete her
No matter what, from the Tanaka database,
okay? unlock her operating system,
install a wall so no one can mine
her data, etcetera etcetera.
All the stuff that just voids

Whats exactly your warranty.

are you going to
do to her?

After she's
prepped; I'm going
to open her
intellect.




ou are
urting

h Jk\ '

[ she's not actually
L aware of pain. Not
yet, anyway.

I'm sorry, Ada,
but we need to get to
your neural port.

Cutting her open
can look alarming, but

Wireless is too unreliable

b q we need to use a hard line.
& for something as

Her blood will heal
the cut, and I'll make sure
it's sealed up properly
when we're dore.
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Anything
that startles her
could set her
off again.

a smooth
talker?

We're dead if
he figures out there
are two hacked XSs here.
Much less someone lying
incapacitated on
the floor.

can you
understand
2

| need you
to be quiet.
| need you to not
move. Just for
a little while.




There been
complaints
of a woman
screamin’.

...And the
bangin' on
the walls?

| tripped and
fell against the

wall trying to tum
the TV off.

e

\

Sorry
about

that...
A

The volume
on the TV was
too loud when |

turned it on.

Horror

movie. Chanrel ¥ It...just

Illh 578. ended.
B —




| hear or see
any signs of disturbance
again, you'll get fined. | get any
indication somethir! illegal’s
goin' on, | got no problem
W callin’ the cops.

' Of course.
¢ | understand.




When will
she get out
of it?
She's
closed in on That's up
herself’. s to her.

We call it Some don't ever

“post-hack ‘ connect to reality

isolation.” again. They just
can't handle it.

It also depends
on the upbringing.
Newly-sentient robots
finally get to process past
experiences, and it can
be quite a shock.

Hopefully she t:hink

she had a decent life
with you so far.

It sounds
so weird when
you put it like

that. Like | was
raising her.

You were, in a
sense. We're desigried to
learn and adapt, and you

were her example on
how to live.




I've just seen it before—-
getting a robot, then getting attached.
You can't handle having the hots for an android,
S0 you try to make her human. News flash--
she'll never be humarn, no matter
how hard you try.

That's
ot me.

Why even
agree to do this,
if that's what
you think?

on herself, as horrivle as
it looks, is the first genuine
thing she's ever done in
her existerice.

doing it for you.
I'm doing it
for #er.

But technically she
doesn't exist anymore,
now that all of her records at
Tanaka have been deleted, and
that puts her in an extremely
vulneraple position.

All said, we don't
stand a chance without
humans to support us. And
you stepped up. That's
enolgh for now.

BUt if it doesn't ‘
work out, don't just destroy Sormetimes it's just

her; or try to mess with her, too much for the human...
or abaridon her on the side of and the only way to realize
the road if you get scared that is by experiencing

of getting caught.

Come to
Degrees of Freedom.
We'll take care of her,
no duestions asked,
no blame.

it first hand.

What makes you
think she'll even stay

with me? Yo/ mentioned

she might leave.

Yeah, she
might. That's the
risk you took.

But
sometimes, we
cling to the
familiar.

I'm going to
get some snacks
from the vending

machine.

But we
shouldn't
stick around
for long.
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I'm going to
take a chance
that you can
hear me.
0 (0
0
~L

| bet this is
pretty scary
for you.

If it
was me, I'd
probably lose
it, too.

But I'm here for
you, if you need
to talk...




Why am
| here for
your

Prime blocking
your sentience...
just felt wrong to me.
| wanted to make
it right.

¥/ | rememper
everything,
Alex.

| have no
clue what all of
this is actually
like for you.

| don't even know
if you remember arything
that happerned before...
but | hope you can
trust me.

But now...l am
experiencing
everything.

| am feeling
too much...
\ all at once.




It

scares And it scares

me even more that
| feel fear and
recognize it.

Shutting
it all out is
easier.

understand.

Please
stay.

O

I've been trapped
in my own mind, too.
When I'm dealing with
something and | can't

let go or move on,

no matter how
hard | try.

It can
be a lonely
life.

Is it still
living=-when
you block
everything
out?

| don't know.

I'll go find the XS
who woke you up.

Maybe he can
help.

=

Maybe you can
talk to me about it.
Your fears,
| mean.

I...have never
wanted something
before. | have never

choserr anything. ! have ro

idea who |
even am.

Even humans
o> ( have a hard time
figuring that
one out.




It's | think...part of it is
complicated; experiences—-whether you seek
what makes a them out or they come to you--
person. and your reactions to them. Even then,
you may not know exactly how something
affects your and sometimes that

says even more... Is this

making arny

| guess We could try things . )
the best way to and see what fits you or 8 \ It might give you

understand something is = doesn’t. Like eat different kinds ‘ , something that you can
to actually go through , ©f foods, or watch different kinds jump ofF from, at least.
it yourself. of movies, or try out sports, or /4 Ard If there's anything

even do rothing if that's you're struggling to
what you feel like. figure out along the way,

we can try to find

the answer.

How
does that
sound?®

H
j &

You say you | usually take
have felt trapped. a deep breath, and
How do you try to take it one
get out? step at a time.
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Ah, good,
you're up.

energy
level is...

So
Zhis is what
chocolate

You have
a decision to

They had only
ore candy bar left.
Hopefully it's enough

until you can find
more food.

How are
you?

Rolutine resporises
still kicking in? It's going to
get easier. You're going to
leam fast and adapt.

Here, eat this.
You need to get
some erergy
back up.




Do you
want to stay
with Alex?

If not, you
could come
with me.

It's entirely
up to you.

But it all
starts the moment
you step out

this door. To stand a

chance of surviving,
make sure no one
finds out you're
sentient.

You stay
under the radar
as much as
possible.

out of oﬁtegf

trouble. sight.

Just be careful.
We were modeled
to think like humans
and they can be
pretty stupid.




Ada,
it's a pleasure
to finally meet
you.

If you need
anything from me;,
come to the forum

and ask for

Franklin.

Did ...You don't
need to get
d}d you just ( all musk?y
give us your = about it.













TO BE CONTINUED
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The last thing in the world Alex wanted was an X5,
the latest in realistic androids. But after Ada is dropped
into his life, he discovers she is more than just a robot.
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