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Look out \
down der, kid.
Yous almost

Moments X
like these,
most meat

want to consider
what coul/d have
been.

Wax poetic
about forks in
the road, and
all the choices

they have

made...

FPaww!

What's dis Only one
grbbery? , road here...

A\ and we's
S\ oni/t! L=







You sure V Because you
this quy's said the same
the ome?  thing /ast time
and she crumpled
after a couple
hundred
miles.

' Let's not
get caught up
in tiny details

and sad stories --

no one cares who
you 3re or
where you're
rom.

Honestly,
none of that
matters.

- Just look
at him. A beast
with a back
that could hold
up a dying

You're my
own mighty
Atlas, aren't
you, meat?

Don't Momma

kKnow no named me

/n fact, if
you think about
it, your entire
life comes down to
just this moment...
as here 1s where
the road has
led you.




You live your
life by rote. Doing
simple tasks...
moving things from
one place to
the other.

There are
people who do
more than this --
your betters --
but most are just
like you...just
not quite so
dump.

A Hinnom
Edictor.

T could
try to
explain it
to you, but
really...

But that's your

special talent,

isn't it7 Being
simple.

. N\ simple belong,

/" Would r1

Nl that be a
i waste of

where the

DQ You know ;;. | | ]
y At the NN

back of the Ul
A 'ine - the very  |IHHHE

ass ernd of




Head feels
furny. You did
something

to me... 17X (& Because T

53 : - - just love all
Don'’t like AN v you barking
you, little b~ \ | monkeys

A blue man. /T - - T NS | 50 damn
/ K , much.

Jed
gonna
hurt you

Y Now...that's better,
4 isn't it? The edictor
pierces the command
center of a brain...
slaving susceptible
minds to more
dominant ores.

1t's good
when meat
knows its
place. |




You sure
this is the
way you want
to get
around?

We could
always summon
You 38 decotaur...
or even a
marduk.

That's the difference
between you and T understand
me, War. people. T know
what they
want.

The meat
want to be
corngquered.

For they
appreciate the
clarity, and
more than
that...

They ¥
crave the B
pUrpose. BB

lsn't

’ that right, Jed? \
NDW-“M’!’OY HS-
carry us
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Capital: Washington, D.C.

THE UNION

OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Government: Federal presidential
-* Constitutional republic

Current leadership: President Antonia LeVay

Language: English

Chief of Staff Doma Lux

MOTTO:
“In God We Trust”

Independence: 1910
Area: 422,973 sq mi
Population: 103,648,330
GDP: $1.568 trillion

Currency: dollar

Military strength:
Economic strength:
Political stability:

Long term viability:

Discord. Turmoil. Anarchy. The current political and
economic climate in the Union has led to massive
unrest by the general population with rallies and
protests occurring daily and numbering in the
hundreds of thousands.

Beyond the controversial events that led to the
present administration, the questionable collapse
of the Union economy has lead to unparalleled
stratification and the rapid emergence of a class
system.

In today's Union, there is no denying that there are
those who eat well, and those who do not eat at all.
It can be argued that the only thing preventing the
total collapse of the Union is the current state of
martial law.

The heavy hand of control has resulted in the
disappearance of a number of dissidents. Rumors
of a forced conscription service are rampant and
questions regarding the validity of such speculation
remain unanswered.
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CONFEDERATE

STATES
OF AMERICA

MOTTO:
“Liberty, Equality, Prosperity”

Savannah

English

Presidential

Council of Regents

President Archibald Chamberlain
Cheif of Staff Winston Wallace

Warmaster Caroline Van Buren

1910

643,712 sq mi
86,634,008
$4.218 trillion

dollar

Stretching from the province of Charleston to the
Black Towers themselves, the port megacity
Savannah is the gateway to the world.

Contrary to the other North American isolationist
states, the vast majority of annual Confederacy
revenue is gained from the exporting of state-
manufactured goods and the monopolized
continental distribution of imported items.

Enjoying favored trade status with most local
nations has provided the Confederacy with both a
stable economy and a prolonged peaceful period.
This has resulted in what many call the South's
two-nation policy. The first is an external,
diplomacy-first strategy, and the second is a
hyper-secretive, internal system of long-term
planning.

It has been suggested that the monetary reserves
of the Confederacy are intentionally underreported,
and that the current military operational strength
has been massively understated.
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THE REPUBLIC

OF THE UNITED STATES OF
TEXAS

X

MOTTO:
“The Lone Star of freedom”

Austin

English, Lakota

Conquered state
Subjugated protectorate
None

(Caretaker government)

1910 (no longer independent)
723,974 sq mi

19,456,973

$3.568 ftrillion (seized assets)

dollar

The unilateral surrender of the Republic of Texas to
the Endless Nation came on the fifth month of the
last war of the Apocalypse.

Retreating from the devastating campaign of the
Nation, the final holdout was the capital city of
Austin, where Governor Bel Solomon, under the
specter of a no-confidence vote from his Senate,
eventually surrendered after suffering heavy
losses.

This was the last stand of the Rangers, and the
public executions that followed marked the end of
Texas law.

The Republic has fallen. Long live the conquered
state of Texas.
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THE NATION

OF THE AMERICAN
ENDLESS

MOTTO:
“Verify”

Military strength:
Economicstrength: @ | | | | | | | | [

HENNE
.

Language: Lakota

Communal Tribe

Current leadership: Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Independence: 1943

812,999 sg mi
Population: Unknown
Unknown
Currency: Unknown

(Estimated)

Beyond the Sea of Bones, nestled deep within the
Heetse'isi, is the Machine State of the Endless
Nation. This godless state was born in the total
rejection of the mythic beliefs that for generations
had been the ideological bedrock of North
America's indigenous people, and the embracing of
the great idea 'progress.' There is no record of the
internal revolution which resulted in the Machine
State, only the oral history of cast-out believers who
now reside in the dead country. One day there was
no Machine State, and then the next there was.

Delivered to trading nations nonstop by Ghost
Trains, the machines of the Endless Nation have
become the technological backbone of the majority
of the vcivilized world. From automated
transportation systems, to advanced weaponry, to
thinking machine companions, there is almost no
part of daily citizens' lives that are not bettered by
the Machine State.

Watch groups have long speculated the possibility
of kill switches in all Endless Nation products, but
rigorous investigations and thorough testing have
proven these rumors to be just as unfounded as
ones suggesting the existence of Endless Nation
next generation technology being withheld from
market.
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Capital: The Freeport of New Orleans

Language: English

KINGDOM

OF NEW
ORLEANS

Government: Monarchy

Current leadership: King Joseph Freeman Il

John Freeman [Crown Prince]

MOTTO:
“With these hands”

Naomi Adams [Vizier]

Independence: 1941

323,024 sg mi
Population: 65,191,803
$7.998 trillion

Currency: tella

Military strength: ---
HEEEEREEREE
I
EEEEEN.

Secret Report to the King from his Vizier.
Re: The Banking Guild and Sibling Infighting.

The most current reports from the guild show
reserves at fairly volatile levels. All five guild banks
are floating Union loans that represent anywhere
from five to seven percent of current reserves.

Extended out for more than twelve months, the
guild is estimating that this number could grow to as
high as fifty percent of all Kingdom holdings. It is
the recommendation of this office that any
extension beyond six months be strongly measured
against potential future returns and potential
default.

In accordance with these latest projections, this
office also recommends the crown consider the
potential upheaval that a failed Union state might
have on the current line of succession within the
heir dynamic.

The legitimacy of the Crown Prince John Freeman
should be a concern.
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ARMISTICE

THE TEMPLE OF THE
MESSAGE

MOTTO:
“I have heard the Message”

Capital: None

Language: Mandarin, English, Lakota

Government: Theocracy

Current leadership: The Prophet Ezra Orion

Independence: 1958
93,021 sg mi
Population: 1
none
Currency: none

Military strength:

Economic strength:

Political stability:

Long term viability:

At the close of the first year of the Apocalypse,
when the Temple at Armistice fell, it was assumed
by many that the Message -- the original works of
Longstreet, Mao and Red Cloud -- were lost
forever.

Then came the Prophet Orion.

Ezra Orion was orphaned, then raised, and finally
abandoned, by the Horsemen of the Apocalypse.
The son of murdered Pilgrims, he consumed the
Message he believed in -- he devoured the word as
the word's temple collapsed around him.

The days that followed were ones of
transformation, he became the true voice of his
generation, and the old ways were reborn. The
burning temple was a signal fire -- a beacon for the
soon returned. They came to hear him speak. They
came to hear the Message. The Pilgrims began
returning to Armistice.
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Capital: New Shanghai

THE PRA

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
AMERICA

*

Language: Mandarin

Government: Single-party socialist state
Independent outlying protectorates

Current leadership: Xiaolian Mao

* X

Guang Gao [Dragon]

MOTTO:

Li Pan [Widowmaker]
“Tomorrow eternity”

Independence: 1928
723,974 sq mi
Population: 126,788,811
$6.568 trillion

O
R

Currency: yuan

HEENEEEEN
I
EEEEEEEEE
=TT

Now located in the Spire prison, the Oracle of
Taconia is believed to have first appeared at the
dawn of the day following the Fire in the Sky. Some
believe this was the world's response to the
apocalyptic Message -- a desire of the Great
Mother to beat back the end times. Others believed
the Oracle to be an environmental accelerant -- a
binary catalyst increasing conflict for the coming
age.

r-ff f___,_..-—-‘l—"—‘*

Either way, the power of the Oracle burned brightly,
consuming a host every decade until, weary of her
Interference, the Four Horsemen captured her and
separated the Oracle from her eyes. Imprisoned in
the undying place of the Spire, the disconnected
host and eyes were unable to regenerate and
Incapable of aging.

The Oracle remains imprisoned in the Spire, while
the eyes are in the possession of the Pathfinder,
Hunter and the President of the Confederacy,
Archibald Chamberlain. One eye speaks the
unvarnished truth, the other asks difficult questions
NO man can answer.







1908 AD

, Afirein the sky.

:

]

|
1908 AD
Death of Elijah Longstreet
and Red Cloud.




1910 AD

Formal establishment of
the Union, Confederacy
and the Texas Republic.

1911 AD

Formal establishment of
the Endless Nation and
the protectorate territories
of Freedmen.

1915 AD

Confederacy government
transitions from
Representative Republic
to Council of Regents with
appointed President.

O 1927 AD

Annexation of American
Southwest and Northwest
territories by banished
Chinese Maoists.

O 1929 AD

Construction of New
Shanghai begins.




O 1935 AD

Establishment of
formalized PRA border
after cessation of conflicts
with Endless Nation and
the Texas Republic.
Sonora conflict continues.

1938 AD

Negotiation of southern oil
rights with the Texas
Republic by freedman
John Franklin.

O 1958 AD
Death of Mao |.

O 1958 AD

The Message completed.
First recorded appearance
of the Horsemen since 70
AD.

1943 AD

Endless Nation border
closes. Forty years of
silence begins.

O 1941 AD
Establishment of the
Kingdom of New Orleans.
John Franklin becomes
John Freeman |, crowned
King of New Orleans.



O 1961 AD O 1974 AD

Fracturing of the PRA. The Reunification of the PRA
three children of Mao | under Mao Il. Sibling-run
compete for control of the Dragon and Widowmaker
Maoist state. protectorates established.

1962 AD 1980 AD

First Pilgrims begin to
appear at Armistice.

The first Great Pilgrimage.

1978 AD

Endless Nation moon
landing.

O 1971 AD

Establishment of second
expansion of the
state-owned New Orleans
Oil Company and first two
guild banks.



O 1991 AD

End times prognostications
begin from the Oracle of
Taconia.

1984 AD O 1989 AD 1999 AD
The Endless Nation The second Great The unworthy Chosen
reopens borders. Pilgrimage. assemble at Armistice.

Murdered by the
Horsemen.

Emergence of the Machine
State. Begins selling
weaponry to both the
Union and the
Confederacy.

1986 AD O 1989 AD
Assassination of Union Second Civil War ends
President begins second after both sides become
Civil War between Union aware that Endless Nation
and Confederacy. was supplying both sides

of conflict to field test
technology.




O 2015 AD 2034 AD 2041 AD

Mao lll assumes Oracle of Taconia War with Sonora
control of the PRA. imprisoned by the state begins.
Horsemen.

1 1
] 1
1 |
| 1
| 1
| |
| 1
I 1
| |
] 1 :
1 1 1
: : ; O 2044 AD () 2046 AD
' o 2029 AD ' 1 Construction of 1  Armistice Temple
: The third Great : ! the Armistice completed.
' Pilgrimage. ' 1 Temple begins.
1 1 |
1 1 ]
1 1 [ |
1 1 |
' [ |
1 | [ |
1 1 ]
1 1 ]
2010 AD . :
. Oracle of Taconia : :
1 prevents the second ' I
: assembly of Chosen. : :
1 | [ |
: :
1 1 ]
] 1 |
1 | |
1 1 1
1 ]
| 1
1

2033 AD
Establishment of Rangers
in Texas. Reformation
begins.



2049 AD

War with Sonora state
ends. Southern PRA
border expanded.

O 2055 AD O 2064 AD
Death of Horsemen . Rebirth of the Horsemen.
War, Conquest and 1
Famine. .
2064 AD
The Apocalypse begins.

E I = = = = = E =
O Ew e e e [

o 2054 AD
Birth of Babylon I.
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THE FUTURE HOLDS
DARKNESS AND FIRE AND
ASH.

SEE HOW IT BURNS. SEE
HOW IT BREAKS.

VAV
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The Killing Fields of Texas.

Would
you look

As far as
the eye can
see -- scorched I
earth and those . A people
consumed in its L KNow this were

burning. . Place well. T conquered

an endless number |5
of other '
lands...




How
cool is
that?

Did you rotice
how the river cuts
through the desert,
conquest? The surrounding
plateaus and mesas are bad
enough, but one of the
choke points eventually
leads into
a canyon...

I swear, God
herself could not
have created a more

heartless arena for
a retreating army.

See how the
gore of the
beaten has seeped
into the river -- it
flows into the cities
that lie in heart of
the republic. The meat
will corsume
their own defeat,
and absorb it in
their bormes.




a drink,
brother...

It's the
sweertest
thing you
have ever

Did you
hear that,
Wwar?

Apes

consumiIng
! r3aller
5Pe 5 r e :

Do you think
we should tell
them they're
devouring each
other?




Or should
we let it be
3 surprise?

You can't
surprise liars
with the
truth,
Conquest...

They
assume
everyone shares
their flawed
nature.

Hrmpt!
But we know

better
don't we?

Ard have
you réeally
listened to what
these blind people
believe they've
bult? Their

so-called
modern society,
with its
prosperity and
Progréess...

They talk
about how the
world has changed --
how they have evolved.
The meat now act like
conflict is a bad thing.
Like war is something
berneath them.

We've
watched them
closely. We've
seen how they

really fee/ about
their fellow man.
We know what
they think.

These
people...they
hate each
another.




And...
oh how
they act
dccordingly.
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THE APOCALYPSE: YEAR TWO
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A single great machine of the
Endless Nation appeared in the
SKky above the Texas Republic in

the second year of the ernd times.

An dccountin’ was demarded --
Goverror Bel Solomor would answer
for hiIs cold-blooded murder of arn
Endless shaman, or the Erndless Nation
would offer answers of ther own.

:‘:g;c:!lg TR ¥

o
-

They sought retribution...
and rt was retribution
they recelved,

At the urgin’ of therr goverror, the
only remainin’ garrisorn of 7exas
Rangers brought the great machine
low. They smote it from sKky...

And slaughtered what
staggered from its
SMOKY remains.




Two days /ater, the Endl/ess
Nation blacked out the sur
with thelr 3/so-end/ess,

great machines of death.

It was the cormnn’ o’ war
the likes of which man
had not seen since the

schism Itself.

Like the angry
gods of old, the
heavens judged
man below and
founrd him
wantin’,

City after city fell, untr/
Goverror Bel Solomon arnd
his Rangers made their
/3st stand in the caprtal/

stronghold of Austin.

e {'ﬁh :

Most died. All rell.
Ard the Texas Republic
was conquered for
the first -- and
/ast -- time.




e,

The Endless Nation
descended, erectin’ great
thinkin' machine totems --

rnot_just for automated
control of a defeated people,
but also as a reminder...

&
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Look far -- look oftern --
look every goddamn d3y, and
you will the same thing.

'
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A sign without words
that stretches up
mto sky sayin’...this
18 our land now.

|

; ‘hi!h'j




/1t 18 not a
Flavor unkrnowr
to you - 38 you

Texans /love your
Justice. It is a meal
you ~A3ve served,
but so rarely
consumed.

Those
days are
. ovér...

As this
was the /ast
OF your
Rangers.

There will
be new /[aws
row, and new
masters to
maKke them.

Bear
witrness
to thls:

The
Manifest
Destiny of
the End/ess
Nation!




Three days ago -- in the ashes
oFf Austin -- the /ast remnanits
OF your goverrnment
surrendered
completely.

Tod3ay, the hanging

of Goverror Bel Solomon A\

marks the end of the
republic and the beginning
OF 8@ new 7exas territory.

You see it, don't you? What
they're going to do7 Strangle
us slowly, and replace the
living with their automatons
of progress.

The noose

, is tighter than

ever...isn't
it, Mister
Solomon?

It is @ new day for
7exas. There is a
place for each of
you here. A purpose.
A future.

But there
/1S no lornger
a place for

this.

N D J

What good is
imperfect man
when compared

to perfect
machine?




These /lands --
From border to
border -- have ror
too /ong been
burdened by the
iusion of Look
democracy. 4 what It

\ ~Ads given

The appearance of

mdividual freedom, but the
reality of being beholden to the
whims oF char/atans and the Frallenr.

'Wh&t story
did he weave?
Sovereignty?
 Security?

Bel sol/omonr
murdered one
OF the Natior in

cold blood.

How manry

N/ /les does it take |

to wash away

the blood of
an entire
ration?

much of yours
was spifled in
the effort to
make his actions
righteous?




7oday
the lles

Ard
they stop

...you should
have killed all
of them.

Yeah. I hear

you. He's a

talkin' robot
asshole.

If we knew
this would
lead to the
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Stop them!
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IF the murderer
Bel Solormonr
escapes, then
that rBult wrl/
rest on all




AL
i 1

N ow gfive

yourselfr
some cover

and head this

way.

I'm two
clicks

out.




Preparing
to--

How...
how much
Further?

I want to <
Know where K

N\ zhe hell we're We

N (N el '- haven't
'\ seen --

got lucky,
Bel...

cky to be
alive.

So let's not
waste time

bein' tired and On your

Don'’t
tell me to
be quiet...




Y

// I’ / . Y T HT VA / A4 J‘.r/‘q, / ‘41/:/ &Y, /f,.-’ . f . £
/ y
' // ’ x, /{ v .-:___,--’H”; y Z >
7 &
: e < ; 2

& 4
&
Y

/ |

[ [ T

; gy / Y i 78 g Y s
d I-"I.-"I .fr \ f‘. A 7 .rl_.-' ; y '/ % b o
.|' 4 ¥ ..‘I:."II : i A ,’.’ .’/ ___,.'-' ! y .‘:::__ ¥ 5
| vy /4 4 3 b ; )
!I! ! ..E!E — ..i"" \ --*"lll -f'f 4 o \ __,.-"( ' ,..-v’
- l"j..-' —= _.-"" .r: . ‘..-. #....::_.: . - .::..:_.. b, ; z / 3 :,I
o '-I.I.I. -f".* ' ,—f -"" . -~ ,—f’ 3
‘ i . A o > s -
.l".l. ol f i’lﬁ / ‘i i ....r’.' . .-‘_'..". . ) 4 J?! o L # #
."'I.I- 75 i'.... ,;5:::::-: / ._{ i !_.-:': f 4 £ * 4 -
/s y ¥ [ A ; - e
’ff “(‘ f/"’ ¥ A 7
. g i o i : A / 7 o .
I o e
.’f"
- A
f"
A .3
F 'f"
r.f '.'_.
i 4 % Y,
s F/ -
y - 4 ..-"'. F
- \ '_..' F
[ . I"’'..'..'-___-‘-‘.‘-""‘\ Y, &
f '/". .‘_.-' .
) ¥ f F - LY ’._..l' y # 7
||’ j Flr 3 = % .._-"- ‘f' /
i f P :
.-"f 5 . /
If i} -~ - iy 'y
f I == o P
/ II||,.I" 4 5 /
/ / = R g :r / 3
| | | 4 -

/F you're
going to make
' such ludicrous
claims, then, regrona/
director or not, it
would serve you wel/
to h3ve some
proof.

Betweer insurgents
and ecornomic malarse,
the President doesn’t
have time for _.
distractions and gt | ——
certainly not
rUmOrmongering.
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Thank you, Please
Secretary comntinue,
Hendricks...but director.
I'll decide what
I have time
for.

Very well. Keep me

apprised, director --
I'll expect a report
weekly. As for the

rest of you, that
will have to be all

for now...
But remember,

these are perilous

times...any minor

infection could be

crippling, so be vigilant.
Lives -- both yours and,
more imporitantly
mine -- hang in the
balance.

Yes, Madame President. Well, I know
that we 're isolated From Washingtonr
here on the border’s edge...but I
think what we're seeing should
concern you.

/t's not onrly
an uptick in the
dissident behavior
that's spread from
the caprtal...but
there's also beer a
disturbing increase in

What is it,
Doma?

And what
18 that you're
carryng?

I think we're talking
about a foreign
government pumping
assets into their
organiZation.

If you want
to call dirty children
throwing a tantrum
an organization, then
yes...perhaps it
I 8 concern.

seeds
of dissent...
how petty.

our latest

diplomatic
exchange
with the
Nation.

— — ————
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How fares
the good
Ambassador's

exercise in Difficult
FULIlity? to say for one
sure. doesn't A"

like to
assume.

A RANAY,

R 15 &“ \E

Well, there isn't a note,
but if T could take a
stab at it /¥ you
wanrt...

| I mean, I'm not
one for reading tea
leaves or guesswork in

I sent the man out there to
sue for peace with the
now-rabid Endless Nation, how
hard could it be to get
an answer?

Or to get
a straight one
out of you,
ror that
matter.

‘I

4 | lld ‘”

gereral, but the subtle
art of politics aside, I'm
thinking their answer
was...

—— e T R T AT A e T TR
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PRA staging area on Please tell Premier Mao
that a shaman of the Please
the Texas border. it s Lot b tell her

our answer...

The Nation
envoy is
‘ here. 7They
Widowmaker? agree.

The first act of the
s mighty Endless
this true, Nation -- or the heel/s
Shaman? Oof 8 gréeat victory -- is
a covenant with the
House of Mao?

/t's more
than that,
Premier.

The Endless
Nation seeks 3
formal alliance with
the PRA. We're not
interested in a
ceasefire -- we
want you as an

ally. |




Yes, But formalities
are formalities, and

the forms must
be followed.

I want
to hear you
say it.

We are few...and the conquest of
Texas was costly. |t was arrogance
to believe technological advantage
could overcome a true
numerical disparity.

This war will
grind forward
with our great

machines...

a Shaman
of the
Endless,
Premier.

I traffic in
knowledge...and
we both know you
3/ready know the
answer to your
question.

But our productiorn has a
limit, and we cannot have
your Widowmakers and
Dragons at our
oh-so-vulnerable
backs.




We are not weak,
but we would be fools
to proceed without
assurances from your
—> great house.

Why have you — We move guickly -- formalize
returned, husband? everything tomorrow...then move
_ . forward together, win this war
P B and restore order to
our lands.

And if
\ 1 agree?

If you agree,
it means there
is 8 rising hope
on the horizon.

N

B T think #oze will be
| the death of us.

I am so tired of believing
in better tomorrows. That
everything is going to
be all right.

You're a2 shaman, so you
should know -- that faint
light you see on the
horizon.../t s illusory.

Because the
sun is not rising.

The sun...
she is setting.

'




Are you
listerin’
Got enough to me?
food for a [
week. Water's we'll wait
gonna be & ‘em out as long
problem. as we can, but if
we have to fight
our way clear, Il
need you gt your
best, Bel.

He killed me,
and he's
promised to
Kill you as
we//, Mister
Solomon...

a7  Wait until
he slumbers,
then we'll stick
him with
something
sharp.

Are you
listernin’? )

Mourn
Water later the

16 scarce, [
0ss OF m
50 save my nation. Y

tears...




Where was
I born, Bel? Did
I not wear the
star? /t's
rnot your
rnation...
It was a good
idea -- the
republic -- but life's
easier when you got
someone's hand on
your shoulder...
showing you the
way. ;

Too bad
when that
guiding hand

leads the faithful
astray. Or worse

vet, over a
cliff.

It never This Chosen

was. It stuff was bad

was thf? enough, Bel...but
peoples. you lost it all.

\ ‘= T‘\“

\'} ‘\‘ e Because T
\\ returned too

you save me, /ate to save

Thomas? anyone
else...

Because
I owed you
for long
ago...

And because
I need you. As
I got a job to
Finish, dnd it's 13z
one I've barely stil

started. HEIHEE
me?




Just look
at what you
Chosen started.
Look where
we are.

But, if I'm bein’
honest, at least
it does clear all the
fog from our eyes.
Doesn’t it?

Think about all the foolishness All the things
you were obsessin’ over a year that seemed to
ago. Money, possessions, the matter so much --
goddamn weather... we'll they don't

matter at all now,
do they?

That s
right. Because
all of those War is the

things just had i
S Ju great crucible,
the illusion of where men make

PIBELERIN s it 16 their own destinies --
les |ast the become ~Aeroes or

start of war -- villains -- are
it's like wakin' remembered or

dream.

Who cares
what you own,
who you know,

or what you c¢an
buy -- g/l that
matters 1s you

/ive or die.

War is
truth, Bel.
And now...
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LOOK WHAT THEY GIVE YOU.

JUST SO THEY CAN TAKE IT
AWAY.

VAV

v



The Bliack Towers.

Would You reach the pinnacle and
you look  What you find there is the
at this... exact same spark that

First it the fire of your
ascendance -- the
oldest question
there is...

Whﬁt PFIOW,
Archibald?
What's next,
you wily old
devil?

Wi

il

C

J
Ssssomething Well, yes...T am

ained, :
> 5% ety a petty, vain man

gl 4 \~ who both keeps and You see,
. Y~ sett/es scores, but today a man
' what we have here is sits...king of the

a conundrum. mwourntain. He
looks down at the
base of it, and
what does he

see?

Perhapsss
revenge on
those who've
ssspurned?

All his enemies
with their eyes so
fixed on others of

like station and kind
that they've stopped
looking up at the
PE3K.

I'm not sure
the move to
make isn't just
ernjoying the
VIEW.




Mister President.
Chief of Staff Lee
has arrived,

P You may
e e proceed.

wanted

to see
me!

sir? £

Yes, Constance. Chief of staff -- : Because my
I most certainly my o/d position, your - brothers are
did. new one -- is a pivotal - idiots,
job to our Confederacy.
It's your responsibility
to give counsel to
the President.

So tel/

me how the
boots FIt.

Now, now, So if it's
dear. The dumb 2 fire you want
are like kindling any idiot will

for the fire. suffice...

F) ﬂ-_-.'_'_— -,

You see,
we 3/ ~ave
OUlr USES,

You know,
your mother --
my dear sister --
wanted me to name one
of your two brothers
to the position.

She was
beyond a bit
flummoxed that I
passed over a Goverror

and a senator for an
dcademic Who just

50 happened to be
her sweet baby girl.




And how
goes your first
assignment?

I'm a2 mathematician
by trade, and if I had
to distill it down to
a point it would
be this:

We're increasing
our imports in More

the agreed upon  importantly,
categories, our Resurrection
and we've begun  weapon systems
executing our  are coming online.

short and /t goes well,
long-term sir.

financial
plays.

Tricky
planning
that'sss

her
game...

Can your
trussst,
ssshe
maintain?

Game theory.

For as long as I've
watched you it's been
very clear that you're
a brilliant instinctual
creature. You're also
clearly self-conscious,

and aware of your

shortcomings.

What you lack,
is the means to
methodically plan
for a high number

of variables. You're
not so great at
asymmetry,

uncle.
, You don't
heed kind/ing because
you don't want to
start Ares. You want
to play chess...and
play it for blood.

All right,

then... But one
last thing
before you go,
Constance...

Uncle's fine
for family get
togethers, but
in the Towers

appearances must
be maintained.
Understand?

I believe in
God, good
cigars,
and strong
liquor...

Who are
these fools _
that still believe [
in people?




FOREVER IS A LONG TIME
TO FEEL.

VAV
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You nheed
to /isten,
John.

.......



I have been
listening. T just

disagree -- and My prince,
that's your I am
problem. Vizier...
Whatever
Oor, you know, connection
if not your problem, we have, always
then the one you're remember...
being forced to
el e e oot Thers i o
separation

between the
wi/l of your
father and 1,

AIs vorce.

The king --
andI -- are
concerned about
how the Kingdom's
investment in the
Union is being
handled.

It's being
hanrdled exactly
how I think it
should be ~Aard/ed.
Shackle them, my
father said. Make
them our '
debtors. s

P

And so b 7 I
Ihé’l/f!. That b ;
should be EOM - = __
enough for - R 2
the king. | €

»
A

= ~
| 3

His apprehensiveness
has nothing to do with
the execution of the
idea, or the idea
itself...

And that's

You've g '
e /AT e where we
done that | disagree.

Job well.

The concern is

the actual amount
of debt. Yes, the king
gave you authority and
autornomy, but how
much leverage do you
you really need?




Tell me, who
shoots ornce reeds am
when facing ocean to
‘ ou care

Listen up! Yeah,
I'm called :
John Freeman Nine, -

but in truth I'm JRm #ear that, )
st laast @ 4 brother? 4

I'm
getting
better

every day.

B ]
' Not bad, o
ease up on could

center, but : be 4
the trigger, € aoné |
not bad. _ he 5;\% A\ better. 4

Maybe
ease up on
the trigger

a bit.

See,
Vizier?

For this is how
the king keeps us -- a¢
edch others’ throats,
currying for his favor.




Why do 1 v Because it's Why don't Unless you
care so much something I did | you show us ca_n‘t. Erther _
about the on my Ownm. how it's way, It's something

Union? Because it's 7 | If you N\ done? /'d like to find

mine. really think N out.
you're so0 much

_ better...

Understand?

Mine...
and mine
alone.

So you
tell my
father...




I have

made my
decision.

That you have
delivered his
message...

ButI
disagree...

And as
long as the
discretion
remains
mine...

That I
understood
it...




displeased,
my Prince...

May you
find it in
I suppose your Aearts
I will have to to forgive
make it up me.
to both of
Youl.







you said this is \\J
the way...but are i
you sure we )
really have to
go in there?

Ard I bet

| you can tel/
0\ me why.

Lhhhh, because
if you plot a path
[ from point A to point B,
and there's a giant
haunted forest in the
way, you're pretty
much screwed.

Marners, \
Babylon. K

That's quite all right.
I can tell you're
apprehensive by your
elevated heart rate and
the slight increase
I your body

temperature.

Still, you
Krow more
than that...

It's because
you can't avoid
responsibility.




If you plot a path from age
one to age whatever, along
the way you'll meet the
person you're eventually
going to become.

And since growth
can only be
achieved through
experiences...

You suck it up...
and hope that along
the way, you don't
meet too many
monsters.




| PRA staging area.

Ah, a bit of background you
might not know, my /ady...this is
a dish with Aistory.

Rumored to be
what Emperor Zhang
had the day he assumed
the throne, and also
believed to be what Kublai
Khan ate the evening he
conquered his second --
and most favored --
wife.

The main course is pheasant A savory dish that we've
pr'ee':ented in the traditional Pairgd with 3 comp|ementary
manner of our southern tea accented with a pinch
region... of jasmine.

You know the story, yes? Two lovers in
hemispheres so separate that their

passion appeared 3s anger. M

But such
a fire cannot
be quenched
by...

Enjoy your
meal, Premier.
If you need
anything--

It's just
a bird.




What
happened
to your

eye?

Paints a clearer picture
of what I'm dealing with.
Makes it easier to
remember who
you 3re...

And do you
know what
else 1
remember?

Traded it for air.
Can't say
I'm happy about
the deal.

I've begun to wonder
if it's not simply an
object lesson in who
you 3re, and how, with
every bore in your body,
you stand in eternal
opposition to
permanence.

After all,
what beyond
death lasts

forever?

Certainly not
something like
an eye.

Maybe
I'm just
unlucky.

You made me
a promise.

Why have
you returned
here without

our son?

7e/l me,
husbard,..
do you ever wonder
why you can't hold
on to the things
you care
about??

Yes. That too,
I suppose.
Still... I kind
OFf like
’T i

Did you
rar,..and now
fear to tell
me he is lost?
If s0, dor’t.

At the
very least,
you owe
me the

truth.

Sun's never set
on a3 day I lied to
YoU. Sure ain't
gonnad start
oW,

I found
where they
were keepin'

him, but he was
gone by the
time I got
there.




You
meaﬂi &’

But then we sifted
through the wreckage
and found out a
couple of interestin’

Lhings... The most

important being

that the only
remains of any
livin’ thing we
found was
this:

I mean gore. As
in, with the wind.
Spirited away from
the ruins he left
behind.

Turns out they
were keepin' him in
some remote security
station cut off from
the world. They hid 'em
in the great northern
woods. /solated...
and alone.

Not gonna pretend I didn't fAink the worst ~ That's just the reality
-- you see a8 giant smokin’ maw where your of /ivin’ in an age
son was supposed to be, and the / of fear.

mind automatically corrects
to horror.

Blue skin. &teel
bones...this was
the leg of
Congquest.




Lady M3zo...
it's quite
possible our
boy's got a &/t
of a bite.

That's
much more
appealing
than the
pheasant.

God pity all
horsemen.

You said
you found a
couple of
interesting
things.




The Wolf was
raised in the
Machine City of the
Endless. Yeah, the o
place was wrecked, He said it was
but enough was left set up like 3
that he could storage facility.

recognize what he Over a hundred
was seein'. thousand square

feet of machines
full of nothin' but
data.

Wolf said he'd seen 2 An envoy of the Nation
setup like that before -- arrived earlier today
one that ran the livin’ | offering an alliance --
machines of the Endless -- | he's still here in fact....
and that the design awaiting my
was clearly answer.
theires.
Perhaps 1
should question
him, and get
some answers
of my own.

He's just
a boy, Xiaolian.
Problem there is Kids aren’t
Wolf says the Nation born evil...
doesn't let that
technology out of its
hands. Forced to bet, he
s3did Cheveyo probably stole
it and molded it to fit
the Chosen's unholy
designs.




If you truly want 3

have to cultivate

But you don't

actually know
this...

Including his
berng alive --
it's what you

I wanted
you o
KHow.

Great Beast, you

the monster.

~ All of this --

He's a part
of me...and
he /s out

But,
Xiao...I don't
like hearin’
you talk
this way...

You think they
made an A.l. for
the apocalypse.

Do you have any idea
how dead hope is
to me?

It's not
who you are,
and gets me

all tangled
regardin’ who
needs savin'
most.

Why did
you come
back?

He's
Anrdin’
hIs owr

And when he
way.

finally figures that
out, you know
what he's gonna
find waitin’
for him?

For surely
these are
the end
times.

I know it
here.
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o ) Lofuﬁ, the death and
= resurrectroﬂ of love.”

\ W

¥l could have lasted
‘ rorever...but did not

For after those few days,
the House of Mao and her
Horseman never saw e3ach
other again.







SPIN AGAINST THE AXIS.

VAV
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okay,
seriously...

This place
is creepy.
How much longer
until we're
out of the
woods?

) XX OXVAVAVAVA'
Vv VX XX v v v KX
MXvvvvvEIXIY  XEODDIVRREX (<KX

A EEE*..k»

r WX XY v v v XX

That, sweert
Babylon, depenrds
entirely on how
ore would define
‘where they
redlly are.’

prickly
hell of
HOW.

Not where
you started, or
where you want
to be, but that

urdefinable place
Aull oFf
complications,
and fravught
with endless

peri--

CVONNY Which is crazy because

I know from tactical
simulations you have top
end globa/l posrtioning
and mapping programs

that are totally

capable of precisely
measuring

_— distance.

- You krnow

J %) exactly how

much Farther
It 18,

R v v v R S Wk

OF course,
I suppose
the simplest

definition might be
mathematical...

vV A\

I
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cE L

X
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|

RO ALY /XXX
KB v IXIXIX
Xy XX
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DRIV
XDAXv v v vIXEXEE
XXXvv vvXXX S

ARV XX v v v XXXV
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v v v XXDDEIXX B
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But wouldn't
it actually be more

accurate to /abel it
as a midpoint state?

XIXv v v VXX

XD R A XXX
TUVAAA 0 AVRVRVE) O

L ZAYAYAYAY, OO

Hey!
"\ Where you're
A going.

Too
much talking,
not enough
ravigating.

h‘%\‘hﬁ\\lmmm;-m.._,_,

/'t was
a /esson, Now...
Babylon, and please
the lessons . hop or my
rnever stop. /o race.



I don't want to alarm you,
but while this forest is
crawling with dangerous
animals, there seems to
be ore in particular
that has beer
tracking uUs...

And it's _(//(

decided rt
wants to

And while you seem to | i 'The best " aad Born March 26,
be in no mood for lessons, way out 1s 3lwadys '\ 1874. Most works
I would be remiss if I | { through.’ Cataloged lost in the Great Purge
farled to seize this I in our [my] updated of 2032. Partial record
opportunity to | | [labeled] database recovery in the
emphasize my _ | as Art: Poetry: Restoration of 2037.
earlier point. Which was: Worst ever: Frost, Modern well-known
When you find —  site the work: The Road C: BHE: bW

yourself in a source? : that you've expanded
tight spot, Ne: Trelkien my knowledge base

oftentimes, the beyond the abstract and
best way out... theoretical to persona/
/18 through. and biographical...

I just want to
say, if this is the
cornerstone of
today's lesson, I
think it's a pretty
much g bust.

[ ] i 1
ol
i
li._
+
i

n

s
L2
-
B 1
=

u
')

, | | 4 presents as hopefill,
Hey! e\ __ | which is in total
I can see L - : contrast to his life.
a clearing | P — i Sure, all good verse
= R g / spins against its

Misinterpretation. A

\ Continue.




But you're talking about

a man who was surrounded  \ >~ N\ -- that's the
by nothing but tragedy... THis N . - TN metaphorical warte

His family history of all means I NN /7 &= | /ight. The road not
mental ilness. His wife died. ASO™MethIng. e . e N/NAN\A & = taken -- living
I mean, the man watched W\ \ Wwhen you've got

four of his children 4 - A/ANON N~ ro bf(ﬁfhé@ﬁ
die... - Ny (L | da;ng s0,

 The way through \

had gquts to go
with the bullet for
his gun he would've
put it in his

conclusion?

: we/l, I'// -
[ conrcede...that's
certamly one
\ /nterpretation.

Not the
correct one, I
think...but I do
like where your

mind IS taking

St/
hedded
1 ouUr
What's the direction.

deal with the Closing
beastie? 7.

Current traiming protocol 7
demanrds a decrsion, Babylon. -
What do you wish to do?

I dunno,
you feeling
suicidal?

Me
, So we'd
rneither.  yotter find
some kind
of shelter
or cove--
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W Avatar
override:

Stand down,
DHFOO1-
. DFF09.666. /

THE
créeature

Evasion \

scenario
1002,

Balloon.

I mean
you HO
A3rm.

Wespor
systems

coming

orline.

dccepted.
And please,
Choseén...
refer tome 9 better

\ g5 Ba/loonr. rname
row.

Great Beast,
once I was

called Ezra...

One of

[ the Chosen. ¥/ T am

One of the something
MEW NOW...




I am the
Prophet
Orion...

And
am very
pleased

to see you
aqain.

W W W




| AM AN ORACLE OF THE
TIMES.

WATCH ME LAUGH. HEAR
ME LIE.

VAV
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EIGHTEEN
YOURS AND YOURS

ALONE
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WE ARE ALL SO BLIND,
WON’'T SOMEONE SHOW
US THE WAY?

VAV

v



Here /¢ is.
Like some
Useless /itt/e
wWOorm...

I plucked it
from its cradle

Do you have
any idea how
hard it was not
to smother the
child where

Sister War,
my little
Orion...

Her faith
pales to yours
and mune.




Are you \,
an agent Are you
OF the end  what the
times? Message
N demands?

Your mother \
won't say it, N
but Zwill,  That monster
priest. is the seed of
- a broken, primal
thing.

We were
rour...

Torn
asunder by
the begetters
of that child.

Then prove
yourselt...

Give us
the Beast,
Chosen.

Failure
has a high
price.




Something

better.

Providerce.

There.
There...I
Krow.

Not all loyalty
to the old ways
has been lost in the
Machine City. 1
have brothers. 1
have sisters.

And these
infernal thinking
machines will
serve our purpose
well.

This world
has been ro
place for children
for quite some
time.

But you're
going to bring
forth a better

world, so for now...

we've prepared a
better place
for you.

lsn't "
that right,

The program

we designed is

scalable and will

need adjusting

over time.
We will
learn as he

learns.

We//, T am
not a man to
call a comrade a
liar, but I tell you
truly...and as true
as any thing I
have ever
uttered...

This does
not feel like
the warm
bosom of our
MaKer.

I/ T suppose
all that's
left 1s...




Observation
sphere DHFOO]-
DFFO9,666...

Onlire. | | Peekaboo.

I Aave so
many amazing
things to
show you.




XD vy viviXIX X v DX v

vV D

/t's okay,
Babylon...

they're
Friends.

R TOZYAVAVATAY DZOZ O VAYAY;
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| ' & F’r ~ Al
XDvvEDdy M M X ?H | ]
Qv XX DDV vV

RPN v v v DD DX i ORGVAY 22051

Uh, excuse
me, Mister
Prophet
Orion...

CanlI
play with
your giant
rat gerbil

thing?

And how
are your
functions,
Balloon?

Have you
come to
modify my
programming?

il I have. |
Evvmh v

AN v vaa o N KN 1

OFf course. His name is
Buer, and he loves to
play fetch...or really : ‘

anything that involves \ Separating...

brting. .'

Balloon, (NN

please eject i
your core, but take i)
care to maintain your u“
current projections. A




You see this? .-
It's a stick. Normally
it's an instrument of
correction, but we're

going to pretend
it's a toy. Okay?

.

Where'd
you get the
demon?

Cheveyo
summoned it
from the plain
and I grew it

as an arm.

Sourds
painfill.

A A :
ALATALALT YA _--"_ ":"__‘

childbirth
is painful.
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You endure
it for the
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Goooo
raster!

You've

changed.

Yes. Armistice --

a thing I built with
my ownr hands -- the
evidence of everything

I regard as true --

fell...and my entire

world erumbled.

When what
I needed was
to become Do you
It. understand
what I am
saying?

I spent most
my life believing T
was something only
to realize that I had
only been playing at
it the whole
time.

/n relation
to our
objectives?
I'm sorry,
Chosen...

I do




I was molded --
carefully cultivated --
to be what I am...

But I did not achieve
it until T decided to.
I was the catalyst...

It's the We Chosen
same failed are trying to
experiment mold the boy

here. into something...
but the choice
must be
his.

Do you
understand
now?

or he wil/
not be the
] Great
Beast.

Give me
access to
your control
card.




Let's
see what
he shows

) o
this 15

Time for
a nap.




ging 3réea.

PRA sta

with the
envoy.




Doesr'’t matter. )

Anyone éelse's

A Lrgency pales to
' our own. g

What did
they give

Shaman to
the Endless,
therefore
connected to
the Machine

' CIEYs»

W Good news.
The Nation has
agreed to
assist us.

You R S a
tell 'em L N OF

N course

PIOT o

Not why and not you... @
didn't have to, because
they desperately need

a deal with the

House of Mao.

- There was a
list of demands 1
had before T would
agree to theirs --
and 1 buried our rea/
imterests like
seeds...

The location
signature of every
mobile Al platform

currently in use.
Unfortunately,
there are...
many.

I'm sure
B\ there are...

And
reaped a
harvest.

everage has gifted
Us immediacy, my love,
but they will eventually
examine the data and
draw the correct
conclusion. /t's inevitable.

7 Whoever
y s3id gettin’
everything
you wanted
would be

easy?




Okay. No time to
tarry -- have to Got
go, but before skl

I do... for you.

T I, N D

AT

It don't
work both
ways, so I won't *
Piece be able to talk E;:allf i;‘.,’i';
o' me. | to you... that...Z7//

hear it You
rneed me?

call my name
and T'll

surely come
runnin’.

And what
if you need
me?

well, then...
you'd be busy
every minute of
every d4ay...

And that
ain't no way
to run an
empire, /s
1t?




sorry
I gave you
cause.




Then c
don't do it P* :n?/uvtfrf
again. Hurr ’ 4
back ;O Lady Mao.

me.

The only
thing that
could keep
me away...




WHAT FOLLOWS...




The next
morming. ..

Everybody
left?

ButI'm
sure we'll
see them

again.

well, then,
Babylon...

XX

J. Exciting \

rew
adventures
awart.

Hey...

I'm not sure
because T haven't
ever felt this
before...but there's
this pa/m in my
stomach...

I think I'm
hurgry.

You
should
eat.










Hunger is 3
terrible thing,
Babylon. It
clouds the mind. you to
It makes you something
weak.. . /ess than you
should be.

You

have to eat
something.

It reduces

Shhhh! I'm injecting
stealth protocol/s
Imto your
prefrontal

fed perfectly
processed foodstuff
my entire life --
functional eating --
so thig'll be
something else...

Upload
complete.

And once 1 go down
that road, I don't
think there's any

_coming back.

Engage
dietary protocols,
Balloon. Specifically

the survival
subroutines,
please.

Yeah.
Got it. Still
hAurgry. Now
Sne3kKy.

Do you
see 1t? There.
/n the




G JI Vot 1 B Wise choice. You have an ° After you catch
| \ eating it | exceptional immune system, the little beast,
| | | but it's better to cook things Il start a fire
_ 14 | ik thoroughly than to casually and cook it
k | »- | risk bacteria or for you.
parasites.

- A -
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You're not Ve
going to go
get it for /14 XX DD v v XX XDy v v VX
' | XX DO v v v XX P v v VXD

I'm sorry,
Babylon.
Not today.

And don't forget, a spear is the
- oldest range weapon in hIStory.
Anything - Some have beer found that are
pointy is | sharper over 350,000 years old.
always is even ke

400d... ", better. A classic
v design -- effective

with so few pounrds
OF pressure.

v v XX KRy WK (3K
N v v XX KXXvv vvEIXA




With your enhanced
eye-hand coordinationr
and advanced targeting
package this should
be as easy
as, well...

7 Anything

1 you've ever [0l

done.

want to
hurt it.

I We can talk
about it
A 'more over
LD\ dirrer.

You've hurt
things

That's
different. The
Horsemen was
going to hurt me.
Plus, he sucked
and had it ,
coming. This

o feels wrong,
doesn’t it?




CONSUME IT ALL.

EAT THE ROOT.

VAV

v



NINETEEN:
YA‘ THIS IS WHY WE

\ Aam




ALL OF THESE ARE TESTS.

ALL OF THIS IS CHANGE.

VAV

v



| Remember
.  LH/5, Babylon...

Part of
living well
/1S eadting

weéll.

I you think of the entirety
OF our associatiorn as a
game --and It isn't -- the
rules of said contrivance

have changéed.

You

wurderstand
what I am,

right? A

Yes. But what's V)
my mission -- though

also true, is I
have watchers of
my own. Like the
préeviously
mentioned
Prophet
Orionr.

Before yesterday,

this 18 8 poor
description of my
puUrpose -- was to
mold you into
a man.

Ard a very
specific kind
of man at

that.

Weird

thing for
you to say,

Balloon...

But something’s
different about
you, isn't there?

You're a
mobile thinking
machine.

My watcher. My
teacher.

My
friend.

But my role has
changed now...
and you are to

\ choose who you
N W/l become...

You've been
acting strange since
we ran into the
prophet with the
awesome gerbil
thingy.

I am
simply
a tool of
testing.




The next day.
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But
quickly and
quretly...
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h3ave to
go.
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/t's possible
-- because of
/ast nmight's farlure
-- I might have
overcompensated
a bit today.

Picking up
multiple heat

signatures. e NPE i, 7

Tracking £V T P .
significant  Jaes g8 TE o S L. aRe
: ' e X XX "

K0 Ry viX Wy R RRv vy viXIKER
ROZOZZOZVATD 2 G YO LV AV SV R XD v vidvy v XX v XX X XD viXDdv viX
MDD VRN XXX v v (XX (X0 v XD (XX XX DX XXX XXX XDE XXX AP DR ey v XDPDIXDIY - (XX B v v wviXDXIXIX

The Prophet
Orion tweaked
my programming
P3cKkage.

be time for
you to
come clean,
Balloon. Failed at
what? spit

ey

I still have \{\\ e  \BARN. SRR L % 5% o
override in certarm il S RN | /' | :
situations, but my
Primary flunction is
rnow to place you ir
situadtions where -
you are forced to » e | | DI B DD . MY
make life-defining _ iy . , .
choicés. . T s k- s NN EFaoch set of
&~/ those choices
-r -, ' | s M i g o | T gre thematica //y
K O W VARRS . . e O Zied to a specific X
VIR IR VIRKIRIIVY T - S PR o £ T SIS N RN N desigrated.
e A Mmoo, R RO s S S RN O ority.
RV VI BT VWUV e | | ¥
Xiv v XX X XX v XD vvviXv v |
XD v v KvvX X XX

LI

AT

I'm going
to regret
asking...

i

' What's the

% prioritized |

: T area I’I’TT
studying
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/ Murder,
AU~R?




Yes., But more J N/ R /, /i
importantly -- RN . KORWATTY KRV vV DOID) R, KT v priore
and specifically -- | a@E N ' ' ,- v vV DI BRI v v v VXX

X! . T KRV VDX DX v v v DEOIXIXDAN DX

'y

of murder. . - ) A " ..-_::_:13-3::; =

Anr
ascending
escalation

of killing.

Understand?
Origindlly, I was
supposed to
teach you things --
now, you're
supposed to

B earn them.

2 /

T was ’ Sol
supposed to ’ failed when
Kill the dinner . you did it
last night, 7 .. N / for me?
wasn't 17 -

First,
man Kills

to eat.

PP VDD MBI v v vEDIX DX v v

MEDDPI VDAY DDDIvv v DI v v v DDDDIDD DX XXX DXy

here, Babylon... . Ty I may have

you made a choice. N NN\ overcompensated

And then I felt 3 | - regarding todady's
sorry for y Ok, SO | ;., imstruction --
I made a chorice " our Second

lesson.




= Secord,
sl 3n kills to

survive.

3ggressive -- us
sleeping so close

At least
you're being
honest. /=&

A DX DX ) v v DX DX
| X 7

/F you
think about /t,
I'm punishing
myself 3as much
as I'm purishing
you, my
Friend.

At least
all this drama .
IS occurring | W o N R
stomach. W looking bunch
| ' )/ ) ' 4 you sicced on

\ Us, Balloon...

Hold or... \
I'm taking
Us up.




Basic
evolutionary
biology would
suggest that
land animals

woulld breed out
tentacles over
a prolonged
period of
time.

Unfortunate \

HEWS,
Babylon.

/mall
my haste
I've gotten
us tangled
Im 3 tree

R
| N ’ f
\ /imb. 4
o o .-"ﬂ‘" -
e : — _,:.-1-_1-.

X KX

Wart! Be
careful!



Oh, ro.
How did that
h3ppen? I'm
S0 dumb. How
come 3l these
awful things keep
happening to

good people.

4 ﬁ;}a . ; ‘ : ; . 2 J_ .-_.ﬂ-:{}_- \ 3
4 Ll ;:.'-"
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LhhAA...

",

ST VvV ER . MPEIIIN v v KX v VDY (XD

So it's just
me, the stick,
and these

I just might monsters...
rever get /loose.
All hope /s /ost.
Surely, these
are the end

times, | An y
advice?

Yes.
/ts a
spear...

Ard
they
have 8 soft

underbelly.

| BRI v v v (KX KR v vV KEIRADK Dy v v v XX (4% X KX | .
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you yet, yourg
man.
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You did
that on

purpose,
didn’t
you?




/t s possible
that portions
of the some
situation were _ / _ people
manuractured. A call that

wrnconrdrtions/
/ove,

/t's possible N\ Babylon

that | evern
released syrthesized
pheromones into the
anr -- whipping
the beasts into
a frenzy.

/t's possible
that I would do
3/l kinds of things
contrary to my
new programming
to help you become
who you're
supposed to

be.

MRDDDI VXX DXy vvXIXIX] XX v v v XEXEXDXEXIXD (XIXIY

And here T \prerr— 2y They came
thought we . to kil you,
weren't doing W QF and instead
emotions, 1PN 2 you Killed
Balloon. \ them.

/t's the
way of the world,
Babylorn - you've
learrned a skil/
and now there's
no forgetting Like
Iz, riding 3
bike.

Impossible for me
to ook at you right
row and not fee/

pride...

v vy vV BV VXXX (XXX v vk

7 DX (I
Hear There's L _
that? something
still moving | REUSAAAA VNN

O\ out there. /°




/t's your
third and
Final test of
the day...
You have
to kill to
eat.

You ~ave

to kill to
survive.

I bet
you're
going to
tell me.

The idea
that I know
what someone’s
going to do to
such a degree of
certainty that
I can make a
call like that.

Sounrds
dubious.

You have

f tokillthe \

things that are | ——_

going to orne
day kill you.

Hrmpt!
Seems a bit
préesumptuous
to me.

People like to
belleve they can
change, Babylon,

or that therr

behavior isn’t
predictable.

But this
awfrul, unclean
world does
something to
most who
e n I't.

We hold the
world and its
Flawed herd in
contempt. Which is
why we want to
destroy it and build
something
better...




But whenr
you treat the
mob with contempt,
you can't be
surprised when
they become

your enemy. And once
' someone /s

Hate puts
everything on

, the board.
) "
your enemy theres phe b

everyonée in
the ground...

no gorng back.
They are gorng
to hate you
rorever.

And there
18 3 /ot of
It going
arourd.

So do
you Krnow
Wh3L you

have to
do?

Po you
Kkrnow what
you 're going
to do?










ALL MEN TELL LIES.
THESE ARE A FEW OF
THEM.

VAV
v

Jonathan Hickman is the visionary talent behind such works
as the Eisner-nominated NIGHTLY NEWS, THE MANHATTAN
PROJECTS and PAX ROMANA. He also plies his trade at
MARVEL working on books like FANTASTIC FOUR and THE
AVENGERS.

His twin brother, Marc, is broken and hopes to rebuild his life.

Jonathan lives in South Carolina when he isn't vacationing or
lecturing at motivational seminars .

You can visit his website:www.pronea.com, or email him
at;jonathan@pronea.com.

Nick Dragotta’s career began at Marvel Comics working on
tittes as varied as X-STATIX, THE AGE OF THE SENTRY,
X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, CAPTAIN AMERICA: FOREVER
ALLIES, and VENGEANCE.

FANTASTIC FOUR #588 was the first time he collaborated with
Jonathan Hickman, which |lead to their successful run on FF.

In addition, Nick Iis the co-creator of HOWTOONS, a comic
series teaching kids how to build things and explore the world
around them. EAST OF WEST is Nick's first creator-owned
project at Image.
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