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| HAVE COME TO ABUSE THE
SKEPTICS, AND SET FIRE TO
THE UNWASHED.
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Wake up,
Narsimha...
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moon is
: And the
WEXIIGe  time. is

1igh... -~

It's time 9§
for you to ™ Are you 3
_ choose.  chjef who
\ X . [/ f 4 > 5‘:?6,?‘&2:65
= himself for
A/ ;- ;f-:::; his people...
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without grit
-- fearing
the gréat
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Each
cost much,

Narsimha...
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Heetse'isi. |8

The Sea of Bores.




Huarkk!

My people

have /aws --
gréeat sins
which are

rorbidden...

You fell off
your machine,
lIttle

Scraped
your knee.
Hurt your

None

of the Nation Y

can walk the
dead lands.

Do you
KIOW. .. :
Do you
know what
you've
dore?
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superstitions aside,
attempting to
understand Nihnootheint
and his kind is a rfoolish
undertaking at best.
But, if T was feeling bold
and willing to wager a &
quess... '

I'd bet he's
teaching you
to stand on your
own two feet. B
Again.
As you have
forgotiten,
Narsimha.

That's
not my
name
anymore,
Uncle.

I am
The Wolf...
and tonight I
am Aunting
chiefs.

T can't
believe...




Y DISCIPLES ARE LEGION.
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TWENTY-FIVE:
CAST OUT ALL
UNBELIEVERS
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Almost time
for closing, but...
as my mother once
said, ‘'it's never too
late for ome
last drink...'

=

Goddammit.

Welcome World out
to The there is dry
and dusty --
but don't you
worry, 1 can
make it...
7




Damned
Indeed we all
are...and it
is surely his
doin'.
Me? 1 find
my refuge in
the Blue, of
which I'll have
three.

T don't
want no
trouble.

It Aunts

dowr the
Hunter. Like the
two of you ain't
quite done with
the business you g

started.




You askin’
If we're

I dorn'’t s

want...nmo

trouble. T helped
you last time

you were here.

Doesn't that
count for
somethin'’?

we'll get to Last time I was here things
that, but got b/oody -- and my friends,
FIrst... they left quite a mess. But
now, this place looks
spotless...just like new.
Festive and Aull up.

Tough
to manage,
somethin’
like that?

In fact,
I didn't
manage it..

Oh, T got shut down by the local law

types for a while -- 4/ they cleared

things up. Then I had to pay to have
the whole place refurbished.

one wants to drink in a8 bar where
8 Whole unit of frontier boys
" got slaughtered.

don't look




That's because of

what I did with the }
little remaining
money I had.

/ See, T X
Imvested
it.

Mercenaries.

Just in case
the sor of &
birtch Who caused
my sorrows ever
showed his face
around here
aqain.




ust
/

"

T'll be
back to
you in j

a second
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A little
man With
a big
gun.

One who_just
might be smart
enough to know




Ohi e I
came here

to hire Put your

talents to

Why are you. their proper
you even here? oo,
What do you

want with
mer

You want
me to track
someone?

And iF I
do...that'll W\ - . 2
make us Al \ T\ .. - M= | T
square. s S

Settle " & o\
things once 1- b
and for all M.ZF S ),
between o i — e
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It won't
even come




The Sea of Bonres.,

-

It tastes b/tter in my
mouth -- the idea that
W 50 much is beyord
my control.

TN

I am a great chief,
a prime mover -- not
one Who is moved...

It

TR ey and played by
“, T \some..greater
rforce. &

Rejecting the lie that it's
some other way is just
the first step of
many, Uncle.

Ard the
rext one?

I would like us
to take that
together.

You know
that thing is
wearing your
father's skin,
don't you?




I was there
when it
happered,

And yet you
want me to trust
this...etherea/ bullshrt
like it is providence. The
same way that you do.

I'm fine
with you
having I believe it
doubts. might serve us
well. 7Truth be
told, T am
il-equipped to
handle what
happens
next.

Enough There is a2 man
posturing, who has become

Nephew...

The Message.
Orion, the
Prophet.

Listen to
me, Uncle! He
sent me a word. It
said, ‘Only you cam
save your people,
and only ther
IF you are
Chosen.’

That word also
said T would find
you here -- and iF I
convinced you to_jorn
me on that necessary
path -- the chance of
success would be

And in your
waking dream,

Nihnootheint
has confirmed

your importance

greater. ‘ to the Nation.



I need
you, Uncle.
As do our

people.

Krow
exactly
what
I am.

of Cheveyo.
The Chief
who walked

GWEY...  And when
[ he did, you
/ took his place. A

will you
help me
save our

people?

My importance
to the Nation?..

I am
Chief of Chiefs,
boy. What
are youzs

The same N
blood that flows
through your veins
flows through minre...

Now it is \3
time for you
to take his
place
again.
You have

LUncle.

‘Q

D
P\

N wiy you

take his seat
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No. I mean below
us. Right now.

At first
there were
a few, but
the crowd

keeps
getting
larger.

. The daily » N I think
There's | burdens they're headed

rabble | Or;i;:uet <N "\ in the same

underfoot. B, "N\ direction we are.

They are Which, a5\

From

called Pilgrims, and e " an aside, is yet
-- [F you are zime-to ( ' another well-oiled

time... ~ In the good ‘ole

they are days, when The

called. & Message was
kept at Armistice,

argument for
ramparts and other
rock-hard

eaucated, upright, and
schooled in your
apocryl,: h5| e HEEHE structures of
rememper learning a A theY could not ;
they are .3_5355"”3/ make it past the demarcation.
e wal... " that orion
has gone rogue, U
they seek him
out. They travel

| \ to him -- just
as we do

Oh, they're
looking for
what any #rue
believer hopes

to find.




" My dear, you \
are far too

Someone to young to be

tell them how 50 jaded.
to think, how : .
toact...and _ |
what to - '
To think I

may have --
auring your formative
years -- unduly
mfluenced you in
some way...

we/l, if 1
had the
capacity, 1
might feel the
barest hint

N of shame.

Hmmm. Any true
believer is looking
for one of
two things,
D Constance: d

They wish
to be raised
up -- lifted
From the murndanre
drudgery of therr
darly hives. Those
of this set think
they are better
than the position
they find
themselves in. That
ife has...
miscast them
in some way.

I'm not
jaded, Mister
President. I got
here on my own,
and I'm exactly
who I want to
be... And AN | P
you didn‘t Some believers Fear the
answer the understand what they '\ martyrs, my dear.
question. dctudlly are...and they wish \ [ Not only are they
for it to end. With purpose. — gambling with Aowuse
For a reason. More than monrey, but they
that even...for a cause. | =\ always bet it all.




My gf?d- Constance, there are...
You're -. certain aspects of my
SerIous, '=| ascendance that, unti/ now,

Eﬁéﬂ;f you could not fully appreciate.
ou’
4 This is...understandable,

as it is difficult to value
that which lies beyond

one's experience.

You remember why
you're here, don't you?

Yes. You need my mind to manage = Bl | "= Oh, V Just abstractions like the irrational,
this geopolitical game of chess | ASCARN rothing  all-consuming passion one might find
you're playing. You need me to (& | | : b in 28 generational blood feud, or...

oversee the complexities. &= ' | A - more than that, the fervor of
1 Q. = disciples and acolytes.

And if you

are going to truly
be useful, then it's
time you know all the
variables. Even the
ones that might be

offensive to your

automaton-like
logic.

Men and women
moved by the spirit.

You krnow, that
B Otherworldly shit.

! . : |
Uncle, you've \ Well, T

never struck don’'t know

me as a £ N .
. Yy L . A anything
believer. N Sbout the

\ | Former...
Ohj I Find — ! . h ¢ : . ’ l: .

it tiresome...
but I do
believe. 7 OISR | /- \ext
too much £ 4o T suppose you're
going to tell me
about finding
Christ and
deliverance from
all of Hell's
demons.




But I
assure

- well versed
in the
latter.







—

/n the seconrd to /ast year of
the Apocalypse, there came 3 hi&
time -- a moment, really —-
where all things Aung in the
balance, teetering or the

| perfect edge of fate and
free will.

It was a moment when
prophets, the privileged,
and commonr men seeking
M nothing but justice were
gathered together
ore /3st time...

olln __\)

| A/ of which was witnessed by
the Pilgrims of The Message.
N\ 7rue believers who would soor §
N\ become the Last Army of
| the final age.




It was a moment of pure
potential. As a3/l at once, there
was everything to gain, and
everything to lose.

It was the
breaking of
rnations...

T -

e ._ s

Ard the birth

OF new oreées. .




SEE THE HORIZON, AND THE
ARRIVAL OF THE CHOSEN.

LOOK HOW THEY ARE HOLY.
LOOK HOW THEY ARE DAMNED.

VAV
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TWENTY-SIX:
SUMMON ALL
CHOSEN




| WARN YOU. FROM HERE TO
THE VERY END OF TIME...

READY YOURSELF FOR BLOOD.

VAV

v
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7/l me
Aow this
WOFrKs.

it's like a

network. Ghared \ )
information g / < '

between scouts
depository can

and trackers.
be searched for
information a/ready
spread...or queued
for information /»
demard.

Exactly
what are
you lookin’
for?

find him
for me?

If the boy
i now out in
the wild -- rot
hidden, but in the
wor/d -- 1 can find
anything. That's
what I do.
But...

This is the
second time you've
wrecked my bar, so 1
think, perhaps, you
should offer me a little
somethin’' to make the
bitter taste better.




we//, T've
run the search,
and it's come
up empty.

&o..,
you eam'’t
find him.

Unreasonakble.

And unfair.

not talk to
me about

what you owe
or are owed. As
you will not be
happy with my

accountin'.

Your 3ss...

'Remar?rs
m arrears.

Listen here,
threaten me all you
want, but ¢his --
this job here --
it's one that
settles things.

I ain't
payin’ no
more for past
sinse. Whether
you like
It or rot.




Amm't what I
said. Remember |
it works two /

ways... Any idea

Search of where he
existin’ mighta been
information came 125t7 Any kinda
up empty. S0 startin’ point?
now I gotta put
a c3ll out.

They ain't many, QW 1|l tell

but they are a talented them
burch. They'll most to get
certainly get the job done. | ia0ia4.

holdin' him in

the Northern
Wild. But he
escaped.

That's a bit of
a problem. Union's 3
mess right now. 4s a
result, we don't have our
normal number of
operators in that region,
but I'm sure that...

Eilly
Elackgunm.

Ah!
You're in
luck...
look!

Hold your
goddamn
hand,

Hunter!




How do

I know you're

on the up
and up?

Lies, lies,
he's speakin’
lies... Make

your boy

food for
flies.

Why wouldn't
I be? I want this
done and dusted...

and youw outta

my sight
forever.

Trust me.
They're gonna
find your son
and everythin’

will be just

fine.

Start the
clock, the time
is righ. Messa

was sent: Death's
son's to dre.




hold on a

second... what you
- think! T just
needed some
msurance. We
can still work
this out!

say you
wanted things
settled once
and for all,
dign’t you?

\\\\\\\\;illlllﬂﬂ/lwﬂﬂﬂ/ﬂlu////,/




So...here's
the tough
choice facin'
me right this
second:

Are you
gonna get
a bullet or




None.
Neither. If
I have a say...
I'm going to
§~ \\. help you on
» Your wa% -

Hunter /
knew many

: \i - we can find
t"l:,;:g ﬁ.iﬂ‘l: ' e 4 WA your son. Come

on, let's go,
?ﬁ-‘fﬁ; we have to
ren.

I shared a \
space inside his e
head. T'll reveal o

the road -

ahead.

\

" T,

T, A‘
e :
l."l.-I

All right. T'll take you,
but one rule: Don’t
talk unless you've got Not a
somethin’ mearingfrul fﬂcﬂhd ;:cfzﬂ
to say. '

Understand?

Hey, look,
you're missin’
an eye. If you
want a spare

I know 2

guy:

NERRRERERER
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The Southern Gate.

Yes, Madame
President?

If one of
these...people
touches me,
please shoot them
immediately.

We are here for one reason But I will not
only...in service to a higher tolerate the
calling. And if our serving wel// mob. Not
might also draw together 445, 50 row...not
the resources to save be it. ever.
our collective
necks...




Archibald...
other people.
ls this it7 4

well-powdered |
nethers.
I suppose

Here I was, i
operating under  mistaken.
the assumption 1;6" the

we would be Ez?'?a?é
jettisoning all ...
things we// past this it?

therr prime.

/t is not. And there Yet all things
were none considered are not equal.
who number among And even if

the unworthy... equal, surely

A/l invited ) 4 ‘- 4
have a place. TNy =T

tf
i

A/l invited
have a

)

Doma,
please instruct
the savage that
While our nations
currently have a
truce, if all he have you remove \ \' N
offers me today his uncultured, | \
are insults... fucking tongue. /o




What rs the ,
meaning of this, child?
You were told to
wait for our message,
rot to serd
yOUFr OWH.

You did
the right

thing.

She
should
bring it

here.

Then when you arrive with less --
sdying It was 3/l the Kingdom offered --
the Union President will believe they
are hedging their bets, and will question
the commitment of her allies.
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Her fear will make her
weak, and she will overreact,
feigning strength she
does not possess.
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I know, but
I just picked up a

supply of gold from
the Kingdom to cover
the Union's
shortcomings.

I thought
it might
g

Go to the White Tower,
but before you return,
stash most of the bounty
somewhere safe.
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I think he understands,
ma’'am. There won't be
any aspersions cast

Perhaps
here today.

rnot by the
Nation!...




...But the
House of
Mao brings
many.

I always thought part of
the attraction of being in
a c/ub is that you got
to exclude the
undesirables.

are they
doing

here?

o The same XiaOIian i‘.;
d 25 each Chosen...however,
this is not she, and
I do not see her
among your
number...

Wi Explain
1\ yourself.

(/




I do not
speak for
Mao.

Her vorce
18 her

Prophet Orion.
Greetings to
you and your

assembly.

Information and the
prophetic word
contained within, and
I thank you for It.
But unforturnately, I
cannot attend your
gathering 3t
this time.

My reason is

quite simple: Someone
recently tried to have me
murdered, and I believe 1t was
one of the spineless dogs
YOU COUNTE 3MmOong your mumber.

Do you know
what she
is talking

about?

I simply
deliver her words.
An Envoy who has

now completed
his task...

So I must Charming 3s
politely refuse ever, that woman.
at this time. When she is gone,
Be well. the world will
surely weep.

Oh, T have heard
rumors. Whisperings
of treachery
and attempted
regicide.

And while I'm
not one to normally
cast aspersions, I'd
bet all the money in

my pocket it was
that dusky devil,
John Freeman...




Hrmrmm,
Say the name
satan, and he

shall surely
appear.

He is the
Great Prince.
Heir to the Throne
of New Orleans.
Future King and
the First Gun
himself.

crown
Prince
Freeman
has

arrived.

Witness!
Prophets and
Chosen...




/ Welcome,
| Chosen.
ff

/ _*x- ~ i
| e P ‘ "J : r 4 "\!

believe
iti . #







‘ ‘My God, I'm a Prince. You're here...
it's good to What am I and back
see you. gonna brtch .. A It? Cheveyo's

Shocking, about? ath?
but good. 2

How are you,
Wolf?

So
it would
seem.

Welcome Oh, Aey... This is Sharra.
home then, I want My father's
brother. you to meet Vizier...and love
someone. of my life.

I see you've
-\ still got your
bird.

It's a bit more
complicated
than that.

Now 1t
all makes
sense.




£ A Y

N2

All the

most wicked
creatures

on this
godforsaken | _
Assembled Earth. e N Y
/n one place.... UPdCrerS. N\ A fortunate

i ' for me, the
hand of

Liars. And Ty
schemers... ; . Justice.

I don't
know who the
hell you are,
but I do krnow
the company
you keep...

I carn't
believe you
came back

for more,

Old Man.
e

4
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wouldn't I,
Yourg
Prince?

I was
invited.







Go on, if

At you have ihe

all of vou stomach for
5y it. Look?

Cast your
eyes upon all that
stand here today
and you will see

nothing but broken
vessels -- flawed and
 Fractured beyond
; repair.

" Yet...all
of you were

The But if you
Message will not % wake, and shake
rectify your flaws, [ Off your slumber...
or temper your hate you will see: The age

-- nor will it erase your | of absolution has
sins...or theirs. We "\ ended. We have truly
are all too far gone. | entered the End f

| Lost in this Aa/ler




ro escape
from wlpat '

My And all the
NS\ 5//ern of mar

-~
.-. '
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THIS IS A FUNERAL FOR THE
FREE MAN.

VAV
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TWENTY-SEVEN:
A FINAL WORD




IT IS TOMORROW WE BURY
HERE TODAY.

VAV

v



I have a/ways
believed.
Always...

But what
you have done
here is wrong,

Ezra. This is

‘The ring.

A rampart. A
dividing of the
world. Let the
Pilgrims come.

Let them
waste art
the wall.’

outside the B -

tenets of
the Word.

These
people are No army
cattle. at all, and
certammly not
of the end
times.

The
Message
is 3 living

-\ word,
~\ Antonia.

What has happened
to you? No one has
seen or heard from
you since the fall of | Do you

Armistice Tower. M Aave it?

What
happened
to The
Message,

PFFt. People do not change.
They just die and pull
their decaying
societies down with
them.

Yes. I did
save it. I ate
the Word. And have

now become
the Word.




wel/l. T do believe
something like
that would give me
indigestion.

Foolish \J
would be
you, Old
Man...

Gum up the works,
unsettle the qut,
and be surely
pursued by further
complications.

Yeah. I'm
gonna need
more.

Sounds /ike a
problem for
something long
past its prime,
which IS no
problem
of mine...

There
is no...

\ more.

Exactly what are
you saying, Ezra?
You think you're
what nOW? First
among equals?

I want all of you to
listen to me. I regret
the things T have done

with, and ror, all of

you. But this...this
is madness.

Showing your

face again when
you should be
hiding it.

Many are
called.
Few are
Chosen.

I have
become
something
even
rarer.

I have some idea of what is growing
inside Ezra Orion. I1t's the abyss. The
great nothing. And you would be

rools to follow him.

And don’t worry.
It ain't the void
that's gonna
get you.




sure. Tl
keep the peace
here in this room
--Ican be a
pedcemaker -- but
once we step
outside...

I'm doin’
you, Bel.

/ You are

all here for
\ a8 reason. A// ,
\ of you. [

7 You wil
_ [ respect that,
\ John Freeman.

The man with
him is who Kkilled
Cheveyo.

I am
Justice.

Point that
gun my way,
Prince. '/l walk
you Aome.

I like = You've Listen to you,
youl. got speakin' of
spirits like the
soon-to-be
departed.

It's fittin,’
as you're on




You know what
he's talking
about?

Don't look
80 smug.
You're on it
now too.

He made a deal with Bel
Solomon to eliminate the
remaining Chosen. There's

a list. You made it.

Not
sure it
\ works that
way.

Well, if
not, I could
Uuse you as

a shield.

Yeah., Or
you could

just shoot
him first.

I could \ '
just shoot
him first.

It warms
my heart.

It's good
to see

you like
this.

Why are you

looking at me

like that, Old
Man?

All this talk
of 'old.! Wisdom
comes with
dge, Prince.

\ of his former

And while
it does appear
the once-revered
Bel Solomon
plays a shade

self...

Like
days long

past... The two "

of you
( together
\ 34gain.




I would
remind you ‘
that some of us There is a
here remain both world in the
experienced and balance, young
lucrd. A most man, and

perfect once again 1
vintage. care to make

\ 2 wager. /
Aware enough to N Y A

not linger on petty,
previous transgressions,
and focus on the very
serious matter at hand.

Hrmpt! 1 follow v Why have
no man. Nor  you wasted
whatever it is my time

\ youclam A with this,
N tobe. A

For I have
returned to
show you

I have
always believed,
and I am ready
to believe again

e
W ]

.....
i
------

But since
the fall of the
Tower we have

all been
rudderless.
Lost.

You think this

i5 some casua/

decision on my
part, Uncle?

/1t was not. 1 pledged
my service to another.
Put his life before my

own, because the
cause was
greater.

So T would not
be here without
reason, and
certainly not
just to follow
someone selling
religion.

No. I had assurances
that there was real
power here.

I do rnot
think I was
3lonre.



No. Not
alone. Not
ever. You have
~ all been given
a gift. For it
is no small
\ thing to know
8\ one's fate.

For T am
the Word
itself. The living
Message...

And T will
quide you all
through the

dark days ahead.

All that is
required is to
follow me.

We have
moved beyond
monuments, avatars,
and all the other old
ways that now
lie behind us.

To know
exactly who
you are, and for
what purpose
you were
born.

JUst one
problem with
all that,
sport...

I offer
you 3 new
covenant and
a place in
the army of
God.




I am many So I just might I mean, certainly, it always I have always
things, but need a bit more does one good to be included bucked the brt...
one of them time to fully in ambitious endeavors, but and I am fully
is mot being consider my when passions run hot, I capable o{
a foregore position in your often consider a more sitting this
conrclusion. proposed, prudent position in the one out.
new-fangled short term.
hierarchy.

The days of being
cautious have passed
you by, Archibald
Chamberlain. And no one
will be spared in the
coming days.
You -- a// of you
-- are being offered
an honored position. I
have seen a vision of
you in God's army.
The Message has
shown me that.

You hold
the evidence
of that
in your
hands.

There's no way he Oh, whether it's That, however, in
could know some of true or some kinda no way changes my
the things in mine, trick, it /s position on being

Chamberlain. It's effective. pushed or pulled

too persoral. It's

- by externa/ I am a man
too specific. A show

forces. of internal/
hj;ieé 2_‘70 combustion. T am

, my own forward
I'm sure

yours is the
samae.




As we approach the
high holy days of
death everlasting, all
laws of the universe
will bend towards

Everything
will stop and
pay tribute to

inevitability. the cold

dark forever
of nothing.

2 I have committed
faithful. = ¢y, for a Full
commitment is
what's required.
What are you,
Archibald
Chamber/ain?

But thern again, how else does
one shovel such inordinate
amounts of shit?

handsome.
Devilishly

This is The Message Do vou have an
I bring to you today. Caﬂzpf oFf w/-,a);
You were Chosen, you sounrd like,
and that /s mot son?
something you
can deny.

And no one here, certainly
not myself, would argue
that you are not invested
in this endeavor. Of
course you are,

dear boy. You've put
your back
/mto It.




L
_{ the Word. I
t

have become
\ the Word.

|
Q\\

)

)
RN

Obey my words
or be cast out into
oblivion. You can
believe, or not. Have a
purpose, or be waste.
It's simply choosing
between success
and faiure.

\

You wil/
3/l 1
line!

7 You will
\ a/l rFall in

I have eafen I know what the future
holds for all of you. The
evidence of this truth is ——

there in your very S

If you reject
my words -- /f you
choose to live outside
of them -- then you
fall outside of providence,
and will be ripped from
the protective
shelter of fate.

R e e s T

really a choice, /s /t?

No one knowingly

= embraces defeat. No onre.

/ _' Which means you must obey. |
A Which means you wi// obey. /= ,

e

For I am
the voice | _
of God. 7~
Which, to
you, 18 the
same ads me
being God f—

b

|

ook at me,
see your







That’s And now you
two. have been borm
- { again...in the
church of the
almighty

y Did you |
see that
\ comin'?

I am no longer © The Word cannot
Just flesh and be undone by a man
bone. T am... with a gun.

morée.

It's
not done
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ammonium It's a
a hitrate... bomb.

Understood,

judge them,
Buer. All of
them.

| Prophet
has

g
i
i ' 48
\ {1
v
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Kill the

I've seen some of
the very best fall before
a mob, Bel. Let them
do the dirty




D
)
<

We're

©
D
D
=3
Q
)
i

k-
&
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3

Not today,
and never
aqgain.

Not this
time, Old
Man




Look at what
they have
done.




/Al that
wailing is a
sign that you
surely want
to lose
yours.

Behold the
faces of our
enemies! We
mUSTt strike

Young lady, ,
when the  Itis
world is qoing /mperative
mad... that one

keeps one's

head.

And if you look
around you will
see that takers
abound.

For that is what the
Prophet declared, and
what our God demands.
Consume them
wholly!

The lord
loves a happy
plate!

Yes, Mindless
indeed. /sr’t that
CoOrnvenent?

Ican't
believe you're

enjoying

You
know I love
a3 good




' I'm trying.
to get out But there's too
many of them.
Just stay close to
me, ma'am.
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I find value in

keeping the things
I T own intact,
Doma Lux. And after
I\ Zoday, you will be an
1\ even more precious
commodity... !

When she
dies...you
ascend. Do
nothing to
save her.

They have
Antonia.




Let her die, John. Veia/f. But that
It will make things ain't my way, ., Try and

right with your , is it?
father. { Youlloe summoned keep a

Free. the ship... landing
area clear,
Sharra...

APy
l! %.

UML“!:!'M

d‘,

|
.l

LY

AHurry!
I can't hold
them for

with me!
Head

for the
:I:ip... T'll get
us all out




I find no value \
il ISEEping ‘e I hope
things that Y it hurts,
own me [\ 3sshole.
intact. A

%

OKk3y.
That's
everyone.

Yeah, Bad
news, wolfman.
Your friend
didn’t make rt.




It doesnr’t

Can you

?/
D
X
L))
VD
o
Y

O
D
= =
3
AN
&

Three...
three or four
of them got

a knife into

are you

How badly
hurt,
Uncle?

A
remmnant

oF 3
remmrant...




A great
many number
of sins have
been committed
here today... All of you
are betrayers

of your calling.
Apostates

that deserve
no mercy...

But the
others had
the shame

enough

to runm...

While
here you
stand.

The Prophet
of God has word
for you, children
of the End/ess

Nation, and here
It /s

Machine City and raze

From here, 1
will march the el
Army of the End . Y/
Times straight to the / g N

‘ it to the ground.
b Yours will be the
first nation to
rall...

I give
you that

You...you have
to leave me
behind. Go and
tell our people
what is
coming...

You must!
For we are so
few...and
they are so
many.




No, Uncle. You must return

to the Nation. You are '\ only grow...and T must ). will see you soon. Here
chief, and only to you wil -y W try and halt its march /\ in the Waking World
the Nation rally... ‘ before it begins. \  or in yours, the
: e Before it
But I A Y | A (grows too large.
am staying - <Q e " W\ Beroreitis e
behind. . , too /ate.

” r 5 0 / Because his army will But do not worry. I
) e

here they
come.

.
: i \""' .

T will wait...
but I'm not sure
anyone can stop

that monster,

But I am the Great Wolf
who hunts all the beasts
of the field.




I am a servant of Death
himself, and I do not fear
seeing my friend again.

So if there must be

one last hunt...let it
be here and now.

95 R With jtching teeth...
One final howl...




And the taste of
my enemy's blood,
filling my mouth.

g = g, I T

g T ah ot S

R e o P
..‘- q r'.-i'

e Pt






i Ridin’
B round, and S
round,
and rourd
A Fgain...

We've been N\
chasin' the sun ‘}'-
for two days.

How much

Because
I'm almost
outta
O\ patience.

longer 'til
we find my i

f




Soon. ]
SOCHASOOIMEN N 5
you'llsee. \ - .. f That rotting
You've got to kib: . . | corpse you left \ .. |
Qbebelievingige: - B in the &ar? o | YR
me. IR A i His body's R . , When they
S N ‘ networked, and ¢ . . e | report, then
can still see gE= s - . - N we'll krmow:
rar. e \ Exactly where...

I am he, L -} and we can
and we are one. ; go.

The tracker's
search is ,
almost donme.

So you're telling me ls because
our meanderin’ -- and You're waitin’
your general lack of to find out Yes! Yes!
urgency... the precise That's the ‘why.’
R /ocation? Pure of heart
N is this eye’

Oh, my.
You're right.
What amazing
: : roresight.

IF they Thah s Poe wo¢ I'm embg;aeaed -
find him, 50 obtuse.
sy /ate. We have to our time could've

 be there first. At been put to
report... the very least, we be‘l:‘l:eF:* use.

have to be there
when the scouts
find him.

Useless




Now don't
do anything
you'll regret.
It's me you need
-- best not

rorget.

Don't be
mad -- I know
what to do.
From now on,
our path will
be true!

No! No!
Puh-pun-please
don't do this.
I'm tried, I'm

true...T'll

never again
mISS.,

Think we're
gonna go
about this
a different
way.

You're an
eye...I'm assumin’
that means you
work the same way
as a reqgular one.
Light passes
through, projects

an image...

To see
what you see,
all T'd really need
is 8 light source
and a place to




we//, would
you look at that.
How forturnate...it
appears to be
a map. I could
be wrong.

Maybe you
wanna chime in,
you're startin’

to smell 3

little burnt.

Yes! It's
/ amap of
Ahab s Pass!/
Now get that
poker out
my ass/

Sure. Just
remember
you're the one
who put it
there.

% Now get
& some shut-eye.
At dawn we
go after the
trackers...

And the
AUnters

become the
Aunted.




RUN.

RUN AS FAST AS YOU CAN.

VAV

v
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THE FUTURE IS COMING TO
KILL YOU.

VAV
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They trave/ The distance Let Hunter N
upstream. I fournd two betweenr KHMOW. .. We ,
abandoned campsites them gives us 3,*:; 3=

dlong the river. some i1dea of close N\
NZZZZ. their pace. '

Fa

I remember fields
and flowers. My wife
and my children. What
has happened

L H




N2 ~

Billy Blackgun Who don't answer when Billy Gun got a2 bullet.
already sent word, calls? Calls like a bird. Calls —— Bullet got a purpose.
yet no word came a raven. A constable of ravens B Billy got a purpose,

back from The filling the sky. Black as night. and his fingers

Atlas. Black as Billy's gun. - are itchy.

I think
Hurter
might be
dead.

If he is, then he is.
Ain't nothing can be
done about that.
But we got rules.
A code.

Buy an
agent, buy
their s/lence.
Buy an agent,
the job gets

Dis ain't no job dat pays. If Hunter

First, we done gone and got himself killed over
find and Kkill dis, den where dat leave us?
the kid,
then-- Wid a bullseye
on our heads and
Wyatt done already giNthgﬂk”
missin’ one




Billy ain't
afraid of no
bullseye. Put it
on my head.
Billy's head's on
a swivel. Like

a man Spin it
possessed. around. Turn it '
like 2 devil. A Billy

devil from hell. the demori.
And hell's coming Blackgun Billy.
with me. With I think we

Billy. should split

NNZZZzzz!

Some stay
and finish the ' bl .
Jjob? Some hurry g & Y §
to The Atlas? No. '
Ursula is correct.
D\ awNzZzZzZZ

,,,,,

My son was
Jonah. He was
five and just learned
to ride a bike. My
daughter was Hannah.
She loved to sing in
the choir.

the job first.
/t's what
we do.
NNZZZZ.

You're the best at We have an approximation
uncovering things of Where they are going to
that want to How be. S0 we wait for the
stay hidden. should we sun to set...

NNzzzz. proceed?

Incense.
Why do T Look

remember for their

incense? CamPFire
in the
night.

Agreed. Why would
A VNNZZZ,

First the
boy, thern we head
- immediately to
\ 7he Atlas. NNNZZZ,




Don't none I dorne wit

- you call Wyatt g/ die go

Said it again 'til it fetch dog
once, 1 say V' Ain't no pays! shit!

it agam.  money for us
in dis job.

Ain't no money,
am'’t no




Ain't
about money
no more,
Wyatt.

NNZZZZ, Oh my God,
we shot that
man. We killed

him. Who am I7
What have T
become?

/t's about
being
an agent.

NNNZZZ, And

Finishing
the job we
started.

7 Wat
— df?? Wwat
= 957 you done

gone shot me
over dis? You
gone shot me
‘cause I wanna
get paid? ‘Cause
S\ T want my

.. i

here -- Wyatt
am't no free

2y

am't no--
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Easy, big
guy. You don't \ |
want to bite That...
Off more than would be a

you can \ mistake.
chew...




See,

Balloon. I

Sure, those
told you T :
Jidn't need = Other boars

. were vicious.
t:.k’ " Rarsed crazy wild
il and set in their
' ways.

But not \
this quy... Y
he was just |~

You were
quite
fortunate.

_ If there's
don'’t think P anything you've
I've been taught me,
thinking g /o# it's that
lately, and what  conditioning
I think is we starts
got to him early.

H before the
world did.

XDAXIR

I dor'’t
remember
teaching you that.
/n fact, I don’t think
that was in your
programming 3t
all.




Wwe//, you never

actually said it.
I just reverse-
engineered what |
h3ppened = | IR
with me. SSI—=—

S0...anyway,
\\ 2 _ — S AN / , b A I've been thinking,
N — B |\ when we finish tearing
A\ \% N . ) this world down and
start to remake a new
one, we should seriously
consider some kind
of child farms.

We'll want to
make sure we produce
proper-thinking humans
this time, after all. J

Maybe you
could grve it
a catchy name.
Something like...
a school.

’ Babylon's
school
for little

\ piggies.
— |

—-—




New Shanrnghdal.
Premier! i F E =
I've just returned = R | o o o —————
from the Southern | | | =
Gate and the | =i - i| — =
gathering of the | Gl = | o
nations. —- S |
d | Go S S =
on...let's ‘
hear your :
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I delivered your
false message as
ordered, then retreated \ —— e I ————

to monitor from a
distance using the decoy
communication device.

).

Shortly after I left, the remaining The army of They are
Chosen began fighting amongst the Prophet... over fifty
themselves. Some were njured, most I believe they thousand strong Lo o You've done
escaped, but I believe at least one will now move and growing. I ) well, Envoy.
was killed. 7hen I towards our ally, A fegr the worst, You have my

returred here. the Endless Great Mao. thanks.
Nation.

A o — I You can
And A | 3 leave. A//
what are L - of you.
you leaving ' WA\ |
out?



I have tried
to abstain from Very soon,
the affairs of great armies
nations, but my rivals  will gather on the
-- and the world itself battlefield, and I will

-- refuses to bend find myself at the
towards that desire. A head of one...

of Mao marches
to war...for
my enemies
crave defeat. [ S\




[ 1f you are listening...

ST Teee—
If you hear me...

i

N We are out of time.
The end is here.

i

" NITETGNN.

Ride like you have
| never ridden before.

)

/F you do not find
our son, and find
hivm MOW. ..

I fear ke will
be lost to us
rorever.




That's Triangulation
because you from orbrtal/
don’t know any satellites and
better, Babylon. magnretic freld
You lack 8 detectors mean that I
frame of 3/ways know both where
reference. 7 I am and in what
L however, uaction I'm going.
h3ve nothing Can you say the
but. same?

= PFAFt. = That's just |
knowing where you're

headed, Balloon. It
doesn't have anything
to do with being
| lost.

T know
exactly why

Yes,
I'm your
comp3nion
and best
Friend
rorever.

I'm right here
at this very
moment. e See,

Do you? L O then. You're
not lost You're
erther. becoming 3

very frustrating
yourng man,
Babylon.




It's quiet here.

Good for thinking.

Frugtragé'gd. Which is exactly
what I need if I'm

going to figure
out what to

\ Let's camp

You know how
all the stars in
the sky are
giant balls
of fire?

Hey. This

looks like a

good spot.

here.

Yes. Nuclear fusion
where hydrogen
becomes helium

becomes lithium,

and so on...
wel/l,..

one can

If the fire is i s

hot enough, do
you think we can
make the Earth
look like a star
when we burn
it?7

Yesh.
Okay. Good
night.

Babylon.

Hey,
Balloon.



We rneed
to break
camp and
look for cover
Immediately.

= "" E
hel o gt
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Trouble. I detected I thought it was an arnimal
movement in the Of some sort, but when I
distance a few corducted a more detarled
moments ago. scan of the ridge, I saw
something else...




My best guess...

The worst sort of
AUmans there are.

Ones that have ro
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FOLLOW ME.

| WILL SHOW YOU WHAT
DEATH LOOKS LIKE.

VAV

v
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TWENTY-FIVE:
vA‘ A PSALM FOR THE

V [FALLEN



A/-rb s Pass, I8 ,

Please
access my
advanced combat,
tactical evasion
and survival
protocols...

I think
this is going
to be a little
trickier than

fighting

pigs.

No
offense.

I'm sure
you've noticed
that I haven't

accessed most of
my databases after
we concluded my
last lesson.

You Krnow,
the orne with
all the

miLrder.

Yes, I
o /r&’d...aﬂd /'l/é’
been meaning to
speak with you
about rt.

Anry
o particular
W reasonr behind this
: reckless and
willfully defiant
- behravior?

I was
working on my

independence.




You guys
7 want to introduce
o Yyourselves or should
I just leave
the graves
urnmarked?

Billy Blackgun
don't get
buried. Bury Billy
and he will rise
again to bury you.
Dig a deep hole. A
black hole. Black
as the blackest
night. The night
is black and
full of Billy.

How
about you,
\ ma'am? A&

Gonna
put a
hole in you,
son.

Charming.
And you?

I am a Psalm...
and unlike my
companrion, I

take ro
pleasure in
this.

Anything
creepy you
want to

say?

mmvvv
By
XX v v g

YIXIXIXIX

XK XD

GF&V&E,
You 58Y7 B iried,

é"‘l“

y

.

T ]

The sun will be
rising soon. 1
have no one
to share it
with.

_ You're
simply a8 task
to be
completed
No more. No

/ess. *




Okay, ther. Observed
and cataloged as:
Corporeal: HUman:

Augmented: Mercenary:
Hunter/Tracker.

Any chance
we can do this
the easy way?
Maybe over a game of
strategy, like chess.
Or even one of
chance. That
might be fun.

But the other...
18 3n unkrnown
variable. A spanrer
I the works.

worry about
the orne who
doesnr 't show
thernr hard.
Understand?

Spread out!

Don't let him slip

containment!

All right.
Tournament
of death
it is.

Balloon...

Target .
assessment, g

Balloon.

Designate:
Blackgun is the
highest physical thre3t.
Designate: Psal/m
1S the most mobile...




This one
is more
than he
appears
to b--

What's that Billy
sees? Some
No-Billy-body done
gone and got
themselves splat.
You think Billy
cares? You think
Billy gonna

cry?

Dammit,
Don't trust
your eyes,

\ hunters!..

Ursula ain't Billy. Big rock
ain't Billy. You done focused
on the wrong thing, boy.
Billy over here, blasting
you to hell.

You
underestimated
Billy. Billy Blackgun
ain't nobody's
second option. So
Billy got the drop
on you.

Ain't no
one ever
got the drop
on Billy.







Hey!

Mister

Tusk! &

You got Eilly.
Billy got got. Billy
got stuck and
stuck real bad.
Bad way to die. all bled

Stuck by a S0 this is out.
pig. how it ends
for Billy.

Hghhhhh.
Billy

I'm
sorry...

e | Doctor

Tusk.

And no, you
absolutely cannot
eat him. I don't
care how hungry
you are. 1 don't
want you getting
a taste for
humans.

It's
unbecoming...

Blackgun...

Babylon. I8 -

Hold
on...this is
important. A

It's o)
also fatty. \
And not the i
good kind
either. So
don't do

it. Babylon.

[ 7rouble.




Be st
Babylon.
Do rnot
move.

W NNZZzZ222,

Do erther
of you
Krow the
Psalms?

I was not
made, I was
born and then
my life -- our
lives -- were
taken from
us.

I am N
rumber 137.
The very
/88t of my

Kind,

NNNZZZZZ.




The secrert

858355/n-screntists

OF the Kabbalist
Remnrant. Your makers

believed that they
cracked the sacred

160 believers --
prophets, rabbis,
priests --

machine-man code : H volunteered for
of God. s _ transcendence. I
j 3 | suppose you
regret that
FIOW...

You were 3
Killer for your
cause and when your
c3use was erased, you
became a killer of 8 ,
different sort. .

Befrore the Union
eradicated your sect,
records show thart you were
responsible for over a
decade of seditious and

radical acts. :

But that
wasn't
entiréely your
doing, was
11?7

NZZZZZ,

It was.

No. No
it wasn't. It
wasn't me...
I'm not this
person.

There was a time
when the Bible was
ore the most read books
In the world. Now it's beer
replaced by other

apocrypha. Most

people don't ever
remember the actusl/
book of Psalms. But
I do. Itsinmy
records...all of rt.
Evern Psa/m 137.




"By the
waters
of Baby/lon,
we wepit and
remembered
| Zion.”

"For one canmot 7 'Remember then, Lord, what

sihng the songs  they did on the day Jerusalem
of the Lord, rell. ‘Tear it down,’ they

while captive in cried, 'tear it down to

a roreign I'ts rourndations?’”
land,”

"We broke
our Aarps,
We sang no &

songs.”

"O Babylon, you are doomed.

Blessed 1s the man

destroyed us.”

destroys you as you have '

who

"Holy is the man who
takes the chilidren,
and smashes them

3g3inst the
rocks."”




NNZZzzZZzZ! They lied to us --

the Remnant. They
said the process
could be
reversed.

IR VI (ORI DY MVW.@:JWVM TR ROV VWEE , :
: - n : : : A They
% - . : A , did not tell us
_ : : - . that those who had
R B ERvvv v iR - \
N AF":" /)‘,'o” : i . families -- husbands, 3 They
e/Ing L - AN wives and children... made us

that we would be : watch and sard

relieved of that : we would not
burden. e remember!

e

But I remember...

I remember the pain from
what T saw, and then the
lesser pain that followed.
Look what they
did to me...
/
i
s . i i !_-q_— S
R
-~
——




All we
wanted were
answers to the
hidden questions,
and instead they
took everything
from us...

Everything.
And for

NNZZZZ--

Why do 1
feel sad?

Because
Its a

tragedy...

This desire
to urncover
the hidden.

Someone committing
themselves wholly to the
urkrnowrn when they
donr'’t ever kmow who It
18 they really are.

Listen

to me, _
Babylon... Humans find

self-reflection

terrifying, Babylon...
115 the real reasom
they're arraid of
the dark.




No it
am't! Ain'’t

You do
rot kKrnow
A what you're
A dorng.

Billy does

that he's dying.
But Billy don't die

B\ 3lone. Billy Blackgun 88

takes someone

with 'em. &

know. He knows |

People fear
monsters.
Monsters like
Billy.

Time
for the
bullet,

boy.
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DO YOU SEE?

ITIS AS THE MESSAGE
FORETOLD.

VAV

v



This makes
things...
interesting.

I think
the who...Is
seconrdary to the
fact that he just
saved you.

Perhaps
an mtroduction
/8 In order. Also,
might I suggest
a tore of
gratitude.

Thanks for
saving me, mister.
I think my dying
would really upset
Doctor Tusk.

I'm
Babylon.
Nice to

meet

R W T A MWE
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But I'm
also your
father.

Huh. Now that

you mention
itl

Well, if you
are a horsemen,
then I'd put it
close to a sure
certainty that

you're Death.

The fourth

Horseman.

I'm cross-referencing you with all
known previous encounters and,
based on your signature, there's a
ninety-one percent chance that
you're 3 Mythological: Artificial:
Reanimate: Apocrypha:
Horseman.

T asked
if you know

who 1
am.

Babylon...T've
been searchin’
for you. Lookin'

everywhere 1

could and for

3 wWhile T was

beginnin’ to
think I

wouldn't find 4

you.

And now
here you are.
The best
thing I've ever
seen.




Yeah.
But we'll
work our
way through
A\ that.

Let me
look at you.
Are you
ok3y?

T think so.

I'm operating at
eighty percent
capacity right now.
Which, after the
rnight I've had, is
pretty good,

I think.

What's all this that's
connected to you? And |EENEEEN .
your eyes...is something O 7 vouidnt § You

_ _ | wouldn't,
wrong with your oy | advise doing huh?

eves? A stil, rm\  that.

gonna--

Certainly not.

I don't mean to
spol! the reurion,
but there are manry
things you don’t
Kkrnow about your
SOM.

The first
oFf WhICh 18 that
I am essential to
making Babylon
healthy, and...
» whole.

Oh, that's
Balloon.

He's my
best friend,
and we're on
an amazing

adventure
together.




Yeah! We're not
quite sure exactly
what we're doing
yet, but we're
working on a
plan.

Also, don't tell
anyone because
it's supposed to
be a secret...but
I'ma very
Important

It is. We're gonna
destroy the entire

world and then Hey! 1
make a new know! Do you
one. want to come

along and

help?

PErSOn.

Well. T see
T have some
work to do.

to go on an
| adventure
\ with you.

Why don't
you get on your
pig, and follow
me for a bit. There
are some things
I think you
might want
to see.

What are \
{ you going to |
\ show me? /




Everything
son...




END YEARTWO

VAV
v




The dream 1s over...
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ALL MEN TELL LIES.
THESE ARE A FEW OF
THEM.

VAV
v

Jonathan Hickman is the visionary talent behind such works
as the Eisner-nominated NIGHTLY NEWS, THE MANHATTAN
PROJECTS and PAX ROMANA. He also plies his trade at
MARVEL working on books like FANTASTIC FOUR and THE
AVENGERS.

His twin brother, Marc, went missing in St. Lucia six months ago
and hasn’t been heard from since.

Jonathan lives in South Carolina when he isn’t vacationing or
searching for his brother.

You can visit his website: www.pronea.com, or email him at:
Jjonathan@pronea.com.

Nick Dragotta’s career began at Marvel Comics working on
tittes as varied as X-STATIX, THE AGE OF THE SENTRY,
X-MEN: FIRST CLASS, CAPTAIN AMERICA: FOREVER
ALLIES and VENGEANCE.

FANTASTIC FOUR #588 was the first time he collaborated with
Jonathan Hickman, which lead to their successful run on FF.

In addition, Nick is the co-creator of HOWTOONS, a comic
series teaching kids how to build things and explore the world
around them. EAST OF WEST is Nick's first creator-owned
project at Image.
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